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Abstract: This study explored tourism education as a tool for engendering socio-economic development in Rivers State, Nigeria, 

emphasizing its significance, challenges, and prospects. The paper acknowledged that tourism education is pivotal in fostering 

entrepreneurship, innovation, and cultural exchange, crucial for sustainable tourism development, preserving cultural heritage, 

generating employment, and stimulating economic growth.  It was based on this premise that the paper provides an overview on 

how tourism education engenders socio-economic development in Rivers State. The paper therefore, examined conceptual 

clarification of tourism, tourism education and its goals in Rivers State, development and socio-economic development. However, 

tourism education as a veritable tool for socio-economic development, was also examined.  The paper revealed the challenges of 

tourism education such as inadequate infrastructure, insufficient funding, obsolete curricula, lack of competent lecturers, inadequate 

industry partnerships, regulatory framework, and cultural and language barriers.  Despite these challenges, tourism education offers 

prospects such as cultural heritage preservation, economic empowerment, skill development, community engagement, 

environmental sustainability, and policy framework. The paper further affirmed that by leveraging tourism education, Rivers State 

can unlock its tourism potentials, drive socio-economic development, and become a leading destination for cultural and 

environmental exploration, and ultimately improve the well-being of its citizens and contributing to the country's sustainable 

development. The paper recommended amongst others that: Rivers State government, in collaboration with the United Nations 

World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), should develop sustainable tourism practices that align with the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). This can be achieved by incorporating environmental conservation, cultural heritage preservation, and community 

engagement into tourism development. 

Keywords: Development, Socio-Economic Development, Tourism, Tourism Education. 

Introduction 

Rural communities in Rivers State often serve as havens, attracting urban residents seeking leisure and relaxation through tourism. 

Despite their resilience, these communities face challenges in sustaining socio-economic development due to fluctuating global 

demand for resources, economic downturns, and limited opportunities for diversifying their economies. However, tourism has 

emerged as a significant driver of economic growth and social development worldwide, with its impact reaching far beyond the 

immediate hospitality and travel sectors (United Nations World Tourism Organization, 2023). Rivers State's rural and urban 

communities hold immense potential for tourism-driven socio-economic development. According to WTTC (2019), tourism 

constitutes about 10% of global GDP and accounts for millions of jobs worldwide. In Nigeria, tourism development is vital for 

economic diversification, particularly in the face of fluctuating oil prices and the need for sustainable development. 

http://ijsrp.org/
mailto:betex2006jj@yahoo.com
mailto:kobani.doreen@ust.edu.ng
https://dx.doi.org/10.29322/IJSRP.15.12.2025.p16818


International Journal of Scientific and Research Publications, Volume 15, Issue 12, December 2025             193 

ISSN 2250-3153   

  This publication is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY. 

10.29322/IJSRP.15.12.2025.p16818     www.ijsrp.org 

Undoubtedly, Rivers State is blessed with rich cultural heritage and diverse natural resources, including vibrant cultural festivals, 

historical landmarks, and breathtaking landscapes. Anlerobe and Majebi (2017), acknowledged that Rivers State is one of the states 

in Nigeria that is blessed with abundant natural resources with different ethnic and rich cultural heritages that equally serves as 

tourism attraction that should be beneficial to community inhabitants and the state in terms of socio-economic development. In the 

same vein, the report of Guardian newspaper (2021), indicated that Rivers State Government repeated its dedication to grow the 

tourism industry in the state, describing the state as a destination for hospitality and cultural heritage. Rivers State in the Niger Delta 

region of Nigeria is blessed with human and material resources, and a rich diverse environment and cultural heritage for tourism 

attraction across the state.  

The report of the Niger Delta Budget (2018) explained that most communities in Rivers State are blessed abundantly with some 

community natural resources like crude oil, natural gas, aquatic resources, forest reserve, amongst others. The report also 

acknowledged that a new tourism destination may emerge in Rivers State, as most of the areas will become a haven of viable 

investment opportunities through its natural community resources if developed for the benefits of community inhabitants and the 

state at large.  The Rivers State tourism hub has the potential to compete with the top-rated tourist attractions of the world, create a 

viable alternative source of revenue for Rivers State and turn around the economic fortunes of the people to join the league of 

economically buoyant States in West Africa. 

Rivers State is endowed with huge potentials in culture, fishing, wildlife, beautiful beaches and landscape. These are usually 

unlocked and showcased at Carnivals and diverse festivals across the state yearly especially in festive seasons. The aesthetic 

landscape of some areas in Rivers State is such that its beautiful Atlantic beaches are overlooking with its rich wildlife reserve 

housing Elephants, Hippopotamus, Antelopes, Monkeys, Leopards, Buffaloes, Chimpanzees, Cheetahs, Crocodiles, Wild Turtles, 

and so on. Recently the people of Ikuru town in Andoni Local Government Area of Rivers State had the opportunity to see an 

elephant once again as it strolled from the forest reserve into the community. This is supposed to be a major tourist destination if 

fully harnessed by appropriate authority in Rivers State. This same location is known for having a high population of sword fish. 

The location has the largest fishing Port in West Africa called ‘Oyorokoto’ in Rivers State. ‘Oyorokoto’ is a fishing settlement 

located in Andoni, and is often referred to as the largest fishing settlement in West Africa sub region. A large dolphin which attracted 

both locals and international conservation groups was caught by a fisherman at ‘Oyorokoto’ in the year 2020. Similarly, Opbo/Nkoro 

in Rivers State is known for its preservation of monuments of Ancient King Jaja of Opobo, forest products, river banks, cultural 

festivals, traditional artifacts, waterfalls amongst other tourists’ attraction across Rivers State. Lack of proper tourism education 

hinders the state's ability to fully harness its tourism potentials. Based on the expected growth of tourism, there is an immense 

hopefulness for sustainable rural tourism in Rivers State, and this can only be achieved through proper tourism education to educate 

and train the community on tourism best management principles and practices.  

Undeniably, the Nigerian government has launched initiatives to integrate tourism studies into the national curriculum (Federal 

Ministry of Education, 2024). Though, implementation at the local government level remains inconsistent and often inadequate. 

However, research has shown that targeted tourism education programmes can increase community participation and improve local 

livelihoods (Eja, 2023). From the above assertion, it implies that tourism education can create new employment opportunities, 

reduce youth unemployment, and stem rural-urban migration. On the other hand, tourism education encompasses hospitality 

management, cultural heritage preservation, environmental conservation, and community development. Tourism education is 

critical in equipping individuals with the necessary skills and knowledge to develop and manage tourism resources sustainably 

(Moscardo, 2023). The educated people who take part in tourism development would depict better quality of life for both Tourists 

and local people at the destination (Anukratis, 2019). By integrating tourism education into local curricula and community 

programmes, regions can create a skilled workforce capable of driving tourism growth while preserving local cultures and 
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environments.  It was based on this background that this paper focused on exploring the potential of tourism education as a tool for 

engendering socio-economic development in Rivers State, by addressing the gaps identified. By examining current educational 

practices and analysing successful models, this research aimed at contributing to the body of knowledge on tourism education and 

development not only as it pertains to Rivers State but in Nigeria as a whole. 

Conceptual Clarification: 

Tourism 

Tourism is a multifaceted socio-economic phenomenon characterized by the movement of individuals from their places of residence 

to other destinations for various purposes. A standard definition of tourism that is often used today is that of the United Nations 

World Tourism Organization: Tourism comprises the activities of persons travelling to and staying in places outside their usual 

environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes” (United Nations World Tourism 

Organization,1995, ;Fuchs, Fredaman & Ioannides, 2015). Tourism implies travelling a distance from home, also seen as a 

composite of activities, services, and industries that delivers a travel experience to individuals and groups travelling fifty miles 

(about eighty kilometres) or more from their homes for purposes of pleasure, education, leisure, business, or recreation (Word 

Tourism Organization, 2010). Tourism also constitutes a rapidly expanding global industry, serving as a primary source of foreign 

exchange revenue for numerous developing nations (MOFINEWS, 2001; Omang & Asu, Ojong & Bullem, Godwin & Kujoh, 2021). 

Historically relegated to a luxury, tourism has undergone a dramatic metamorphosis in recent decades, becoming an integral 

component of contemporary life. The burgeoning demand for travel can be attributed to a confluence of socio-economic factors, 

including economic globalization, demographic shifts, and cultural changes. The transition from agrarian economies to 

industrialised nations, coupled with the liberalisation of borders, has facilitated the emergence of dual-income households, nuclear 

families, and a consumer-oriented culture. Simultaneously, the rise of multinational corporations and the evolving dynamics of 

human resource management have amplified the significance of travel for business purposes (Pinky & Mridula, 2012). The World 

Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) asserted that the sector's contribution to global GDP increased from 11% in 2002 to 12% by 

2010. Furthermore, tourism accounts for a substantial portion of the global workforce, with approximately 1 in 12.8 jobs attributed 

to the industry. The sector's economic impact is particularly pronounced in developing countries, where it serves as a significant 

source of foreign exchange earnings and employment opportunities (Pinky& Mridula, 2012).  

Tourism Education 

Tourism education encompasses a wide range of programmes and courses designed to equip individuals with the knowledge, skills, 

and understanding necessary to succeed in the tourism industry, it represents a pivotal sub-sector within the complex ecosystem of 

tourism, exerting a direct or indirect influence on the overarching industry. Tourism education refers to the process of teaching and 

learning about the tourism industry, its operations, and its impacts. According to Afolabi (2018), tourism education aims to equip 

students with the knowledge, skills, and competencies necessary to succeed in the tourism industry. This includes understanding 

tourism principles, practices, and trends, as well as developing essential skills in areas such as hospitality, customer service, and 

destination management (Ogundipe, 2019). 

Undeniably, effective tourism education requires a holistic approach that incorporates theoretical and practical learning experiences. 

Ibikunle (2021) notes that tourism education should focus on developing critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity skills, 

enabling students to adapt to the dynamic tourism environment. Moreover, tourism education should emphasize sustainability, 

cultural sensitivity, and environmental awareness, preparing students to contribute to responsible tourism development (Akinyemi, 

2020). Tourism education can take various forms, including formal degree programmes, vocational training, and continuing 
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education courses. Ezeah (2020) highlights the importance of industry partnerships and collaborations in tourism education, ensuring 

that students gain practical experience and industry-relevant skills. Furthermore, tourism education can benefit from innovative 

teaching methods, such as experiential learning, gamification, and digital technologies (Kolawole, 2022). 

Ultimately, tourism education plays a vital role in developing tourism professionals who can drive industry growth, sustainability, 

and socio-economic development. As emphasized by Manyara (2022), tourism education should prioritise lifelong learning, 

adaptability, and innovation, enabling tourism professionals to respond to emerging trends and challenges. By investing in tourism 

education, governments, and stakeholders can enhance the competitiveness and sustainability of the tourism industry. 

 

Goals of Tourism Education  

The goals of tourism education are designed to equip students with the skills and knowledge required to thrive in the dynamic 

tourism industry, while also promoting sustainable practices, cultural awareness, and contributing to socio-economic development. 

According to Ibikunle (2019), goals of tourism education include the following: 

i. Enhance Tourism Knowledge and Skills:  Tourism education plays a pivotal role in enhancing the tourism knowledge 

and skills of community members, thereby empowering them to effectively participate in and benefit from the tourism 

industry. Through targeted education and training programmes, community members can acquire essential skills in 

areas such as hospitality, customer service, and destination management (Afolabi, 2018). For instance, tourism 

education can equip community members with the knowledge and skills necessary to develop and manage community-

based tourism initiatives, such as ecotourism projects, cultural festivals, and local tours (Ogundipe, 2019). By 

empowering community members with tourism knowledge and skills, tourism education can foster a sense of 

ownership and responsibility, leading to improved tourism experiences and sustainable community development. 

ii. Promote Cultural Preservation and Sustainability: Tourism education plays a vital role in promoting cultural 

preservation and sustainability, ensuring that the rich cultural heritage of communities is protected and conserved for 

future generations. Through comprehensive education and training programmes, tourism education instills in 

stakeholders the importance of preserving cultural traditions, customs, and practices (Ibikunle, 2019). This includes 

educating community members on the significance of their cultural assets, such as historical sites, festivals, and 

traditional crafts, and empowering them to manage and showcase these assets sustainably (Ogundipe, 2019). By 

promoting cultural preservation and sustainability, tourism education contributes to the conservation of community 

identity, supports intergenerational transmission of cultural knowledge, and fosters responsible tourism practices that 

benefit both local communities and tourists. 

iii. Foster Entrepreneurship and Innovation: Tourism education fosters entrepreneurship and innovation by equipping 

individuals with the necessary skills, knowledge, and mindset to develop and manage innovative tourism businesses, 

products, and services. Through experiential learning, mentorship, and incubation programmes, tourism education 

encourages students to identify and capitalise on emerging opportunities in the tourism industry (Afolabi, 2018). This 

includes developing entrepreneurial skills in areas such as tourism marketing, product development, and service 

quality management, enabling individuals to create sustainable and competitive tourism ventures (Ogundipe, 2019). 

By fostering entrepreneurship and innovation, tourism education contributes to the growth of small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs), job creation, and local economic development, ultimately enhancing the competitiveness and 

sustainability of the tourism industry. 
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iv. Improve Tourism Infrastructure and Services: Tourism education plays a crucial role in improving tourism 

infrastructure and services by developing skilled professionals who can design, manage, and maintain high-quality 

tourism facilities and services. Through comprehensive education and training programmes, tourism education equips 

students with the knowledge and skills necessary to plan, develop, and operate tourism infrastructure, such as hotels, 

restaurants, and transportation systems (Ezeah, 2015). Additionally, tourism education focuses on enhancing service 

quality, customer satisfaction, and destination management, enabling tourism professionals to provide exceptional 

experiences for Tourists (Kolawole, 2017). By improving tourism infrastructure and services, tourism education 

contributes to increased tourist satisfaction, repeat visits, and positive word-of-mouth, ultimately enhancing the 

competitiveness and sustainability of the tourism industry. 

v. Enhance Economic Development and Job Creation:  Tourism education plays a pivotal role in enhancing economic 

development and job creation by equipping individuals with the necessary skills and knowledge to succeed in the 

tourism industry. Through comprehensive education and training programmes, tourism education fosters 

entrepreneurship, innovation, and small business development, leading to increased economic activity and job creation 

(Manyara, 2014). Moreover, tourism education develops skilled professionals who can manage and operate tourism 

businesses, attractions, and services, thereby stimulating local economic growth and contributing to the reduction of 

poverty (Ezeah, 2015). By enhancing economic development and job creation, tourism education contributes to 

improved living standards, reduced unemployment, and increased economic stability. 

vi. Develop Tourism Professionals: Tourism education plays a vital role in developing tourism professionals who possess 

the necessary knowledge, skills, and competencies to succeed in the rapidly evolving tourism industry. Through 

comprehensive education and training programmes, tourism education equips students with a deep understanding of 

tourism principles, practices, and trends, enabling them to effectively manage and operate tourism businesses, 

attractions, and services (Manyara, 2014). Moreover, tourism education develops professionals with expertise in areas 

such as tourism marketing, hospitality management, and destination development, preparing them to take on leadership 

roles and drive industry growth (Ezeah, 2015). However, by developing tourism professionals, tourism education 

contributes to the growth and sustainability of the tourism industry, enhancing its capacity to drive economic 

development, cultural preservation, and environmental conservation. 

Development 

The concept of development in the context of tourism refers to the process of improving the economic, social, and environmental 

well-being of a destination through sustainable tourism practices. According to Kolawole (2017), tourism development involves the 

creation of tourism infrastructure, products, and services that meet the needs of Tourists while also benefiting the local community. 

This concept is closely tied to socio-economic development, as tourism can contribute significantly to a country's GDP, create 

employment opportunities, and improve living standards (Afolabi, 2018). Undoubtedly, effective tourism development requires a 

balanced approach that considers the economic, social, and environmental impacts of tourism. Ogundipe (2019) notes that 

sustainable tourism development should prioritise the needs of local communities, preserve cultural heritage, and protect the 

environment. Moreover, tourism development should be aligned with national development goals and priorities, ensuring that 

tourism contributes to broader socio-economic development objectives (Akinyemi, 2020). 

However, tourism development can have positive socio-economic impacts, including poverty reduction, improved healthcare, and 

education (Ibikunle, 2019). On the other hand, it also poses challenges, such as cultural homogenisation, environmental degradation, 

and displacement of local communities (Ezeah, 2018). By adopting this approach, tourism can become a powerful tool for socio-
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economic development, improving the lives of individuals and communities while preserving the cultural and environmental 

heritage of destinations. 

Socio-economic development 

Socio-economic development refers to the process of improving the economic and social well-being of individuals, communities, 

and societies. It encompasses various dimensions, including economic growth, poverty reduction, education, healthcare, and social 

equality (Afolabi, 2018). According to Ogundipe (2019), socio-economic development is essential for enhancing the quality of life, 

increasing life expectancy, and reducing income inequality. Effective socio-economic development strategies prioritise human-

centered approaches, focusing on the needs and empowerment of local communities. Socio-economic development is closely tied 

to sustainable development, as it seeks to balance economic, social, and environmental objectives (Akinyemi, 2020). Ibikunle (2021) 

noted that socio-economic development should prioritise environmental sustainability, social justice, and human rights. Moreover, 

socio-economic development requires active engagement from multiple stakeholders, including governments, private sector 

operators, civil society organisations, and local communities (Ezeah, 2020). 

The benefits of socio-economic development are numerous, including improved living standards, increased access to education and 

healthcare, and enhanced social cohesion (Kolawole, 2019). However, socio-economic development also faces challenges, such as 

inequality, poverty, and environmental degradation (Manyara, 2022). To address these challenges, socio-economic development 

strategies must be context-specific, evidence-based, and tailored to the unique needs of each community. Ultimately, socio-

economic development is critical for achieving the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and promoting human 

well-being (UNDP, 2020). However, by prioritising socio-economic development, governments and stakeholders can create 

inclusive, equitable, and sustainable societies, where individuals and communities can thrive. As emphasized by Ibikunle (2021), 

socio-economic development requires long-term commitment, collaborative effort, and continuous monitoring and evaluation. 

Tourism Education as a Veritable Tool for Socio-Economic Development in Rivers State. 

Tourism education encompasses a wide range of disciplines, including hospitality management, cultural heritage preservation, 

environmental conservation, and community development. By integrating tourism education into local curricula and community 

programmes, communities can create a skilled workforce capable of driving tourism growth while preserving local cultures and 

environments. Tourism education emerged as a critical tool for socio-economic development in Rivers State, Nigeria, offering 

numerous benefits for individuals, communities, and the nation. According to Afolabi (2018), tourism education equips young 

community inhabitants with the knowledge, skills, and competencies necessary to succeed in the tourism industry, thereby 

enhancing their employability and socio-economic prospects. Moreover, tourism education fosters entrepreneurship, innovation, 

and small business development, contributing to Rivers State economic growth and development. 

The tourism industry has significant potential for socio-economic development in Nigeria, with the sector contributing 

approximately 5.5% to the country's GDP in 2020 (Ogundipe, 2020). Ibikunle (2021) noted that tourism education can enhance 

Rivers State's competitiveness in the global tourism market, attracting foreign investment, and generating revenue through tourism 

exports. Furthermore, tourism education can promote cultural preservation, environmental conservation, and community 

development. Undoubtedly, effective tourism education requires a holistic approach that incorporates theoretical and practical 

learning experiences. Akinyemi (2020) emphasized the importance of industry partnerships and collaborations in tourism education, 

ensuring that trainees or participants gain practical experience and industry-relevant skills. Ezeah (2020) highlights the need for 

tourism education to focus on sustainable tourism development, incorporating modules on environmental sustainability, cultural 

sensitivity, and community engagement. The author furthered that tourism education can also address Nigeria's socio-economic 
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challenges, such as poverty, unemployment, and inequality. On the other hand, Manyara (2022) noted that tourism education can 

provide training and employment opportunities for disadvantaged groups, including youth and women. Kolawole (2022) 

acknowledged the potential of tourism education to promote social cohesion, cultural exchange, and community development. 

By training individuals in key areas such as hospitality management, cultural tourism, and eco-tourism, tourism education prepares 

community inhabitants for new job opportunities in the tourism sector. This shift reduces Rivers State’s dependence on primary 

industries, creating alternative income sources that contribute to poverty alleviation. Tourism education also empowers local 

communities to engage in economic activities that improve their quality of life while promoting long-term economic diversification. 

As one of the fastest-growing global industries, tourism plays a pivotal role in both developed and developing countries, contributing 

to economic diversification and sustainable development (Manzoor, Wei, Asif, Haq, & Rehman, 2019). In Rivers State, this 

approach can reduce unemployment and improve household incomes, particularly in areas historically underserved by broader 

economic development initiatives. 

Tourism education also plays a vital role in preserving and promoting Rivers State’s rich cultural heritage. The state is home to a 

vast array of unique festivals, traditional dances, and local crafts that have the potential to attract Tourists from around the world. 

By promoting cultural tourism through education, local communities learn to value and market their cultural heritage as a key 

tourism asset. Some researchers argue that cultural tourism, supported by education, helps communities safeguard their traditions 

while promoting them to external audiences in a sustainable way. Through tourism education, locals acquire the skills needed to 

present their culture in ways that enhance its value to both the community and Tourists, ensuring its preservation for future 

generations. This is corroborated in the Brundtland Report: 

'Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations 

to meet their own needs (Kobani & Alozie, 2019).  

 

Additionally, tourism education would contribute to job creation in Rivers State. The tourism industry, being a significant source of 

employment and income in both formal and informal sectors, relies heavily on a skilled workforce. Due to the rapid growth of the 

tourism industry, there has been an increased demand for competent personnel, which has led to the expansion of tourism education 

programmes in recent years (Hwang, Lee, 2018), in response, the proliferation of tourism education programmes has grown 

significantly in recent decades aiming to meet the evolving needs of the workforce (Daniel, Pita, Costa & Costa, 2017).  By 

equipping individuals with the necessary skills and knowledge, tourism education helps build a workforce capable of supporting 

and growing the industry, leading to job creation in sectors such as hospitality, travel, and event management. Incorporating 

environmental sustainability into tourism education is also essential for the long-term success of tourism in Rivers State. The State 

is endowed with rich natural resources, including rivers, forests, and diverse ecosystems, which are valuable both ecologically and 

economically. Through tourism education, local communities can learn sustainable tourism practices that promotes experiences on 

environmental conservation and responsible resource management. This education helps to mitigate the negative impacts of tourism, 

such as pollution and habitat destruction, while maximising its benefits. Tourism education contributes to environmental stewardship 

by instilling in learners or community members an understanding and responsibility of the need to balance economic activities with 

the protection of natural ecosystems. This approach can lead to the development of eco-tourism initiatives in Rivers State that protect 

the environment while supporting local livelihoods. This is also corroborated in the words of Boutrous Ghali, former United Nations 

Secretary General, who describes sustainable development as choosing production processes that have the least adverse impact on 

the environment (Kobani & Alozie, 2019).  

 

A typical example of this situation is tourist destination, Bodo, in Gokana Local Government Area of Rivers State, Nigeria. The 

Bodo Creek which has been the biodiversity, fish food and economic backbone for the local inhabitants, supporting thriving 
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fisheries, cassava fermentation, mangrove wood production, transportation, recreation and municipal waste discharges (Onwugbuta-

Enyi, Zabbey and Erondu in Pegg and Zabbey, 2013), sadly in recent years, has suffered increased vulnerability to all kinds of risks 

since the oil spills in this area. Thousands of people in Bodo depended largely on fishing, fish farming, shellfish harvesting or fish 

trading for their livelihoods. Thousands of others, however, fished occasionally or seasonally for income or food supplements. 

Powell, Hart and Deekae in Pegg and Zabbey, 2013), reported that most of the periwinkles traded in major Ogoni markets in Bori 

and Onne originated from Bodo Creek. In terms of their contribution to rural development, mangroves provide local communities 

with several free goods and services. These include supplies of fish, shrimp, crabs, wood, honey and traditional medicine. They also 

provide shoreline protection and are grounds for fish breeding. Mangrove bark is used for colouring cloth, net preservation and glue 

production, and its branches are used as net mending sticks and handles for axes. At least twenty-four different mangrove goods 

and nine services have been identified (Ronnback, Crona and Ingwall in Pegg and Zabbey, 2013). The estimated economic value of 

mangrove forests to the local community is in the range of US$27,264–35,921 per hectare (ha) per year (Sathirathai and Barbiar in 

Pegg and Zabbey, 2013). 

 

These people also became increasingly vulnerable to risks as they lost smaller shares of their income, suffered indirectly as the trade 

in oil bunkering increased rapidly after 2009, had to forego eating fish and/or use polluted water for drinking or bathing. The Bodo 

oil spills also contributed significantly to lowering local residents’ levels of education and health. One of the most immediate 

consequences of the loss of fishing-related income was families pulling their children out of school in order to avoid paying school 

fees (Kpandei; Kuru and Kuru in Pegg and Zabbey, 2013). The health implications of these spills, remain understudied (Pegg and 

Zabbey, 2013). This is evidently an area in Rivers State, in the Niger Delta region which would have contributed even more 

significantly as a veritable tool to socio-economic growth and development of the nation if properly harnessed through tourism 

education.  

 

Finally, economic growth is another crucial outcome of tourism education. Economic growth is defined as the process of 

quantitative, qualitative, and structural changes that positively impact an economy and the population's standard of living (Leszek 

Balcerowicz; Haller, 2012). Researchers have posited that countries like Korea have experienced significant economic growth due 

to the increase in tourism, particularly in specialised sectors like elderly tourism (Malik, Chaudhry, Sheikh, Farooqi, 2010). 

Similarly, developing states such as Rivers State can generate substantial foreign exchange from tourism which can fuel sustainable 

growth and development (Ekanayake, Long, 2012). Tourism education, by equipping individuals with skills in tourism and 

hospitality, helps to create job opportunities, stimulates entrepreneurship, and encourages the development of tourism-related 

businesses. This in turn boosts the local economy by generating income, increasing employment, and attracting investment. A well-

trained workforce in the tourism sector can improve service quality, enhance the visitor experience, and increase foreign exchange 

earnings, all of which contributes to Rivers State’s overall economic development. 

 

Challenges of Tourism Education in Rivers State Nigeria  

Tourism education in Rivers State encounters several significant challenges, limiting its effectiveness in fostering socio-economic 

development and equipping people with the skills necessary for the rapidly evolving global tourism industry. According to Oyedele 

(2018), some of the challenges of tourism include:  

1. Inadequate Infrastructure: Inadequate infrastructure poses a significant challenge to tourism education in Rivers State, hindering 

the effective delivery of quality education and training. According to Afolabi (2018), many tourism education institutions in lack 

modern facilities, equipment, and technology, making it difficult for learners to acquire practical skills and knowledge. For instance, 

inadequate lecture halls, libraries, and information technology facilities limit the capacity of institutions to provide comprehensive 
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tourism education. Similarly, Ogundipe (2019) noted that the absence of standard tourism training facilities, such as hotels, 

restaurants, and travel agencies, denies students hands-on experience and exposure to industry operations.  

2. Insufficient Funding: Insufficient funding poses a formidable challenge to tourism education in Rivers State, severely impacting 

the quality and sustainability of tourism education programmes. According to Ezeah (2015), inadequate funding affects the 

development of tourism education infrastructure, limiting the availability of modern facilities, equipment, and technology necessary 

for effective learning. Ogundipe (2016) noted that insufficient funding also hinders the recruitment and retention of qualified 

lecturers, compromising the quality of instruction and research. Moreover, Manyara (2017) emphasised that limited financial 

resources restrict the scope of tourism education programmes, making it difficult to offer specialised courses, conduct field trips, 

and provide students with industry-relevant training. Furthermore, Kolawole (2017) acknowledged that insufficient funding affects 

the accreditation and recognition of tourism education programmes, as institutions struggle to meet regulatory standards due to 

financial constraints. This funding shortfall ultimately undermines the competitiveness and employability of tourism graduates, 

hindering Rivers State's ability to develop a skilled and knowledgeable tourism workforce. 

3. Obsolete Curricula:  Obsolete curricula pose a pervasive challenge to tourism education in Nigeria where institutions struggle to 

keep pace with the rapidly evolving tourism industry. According to Afolabi (2018), outdated curricula in Nigerian institutions, fail 

to incorporate critical areas like sustainable tourism, cultural heritage management, and digital marketing. Similarly, Ibikunle (2020) 

noted that in Northern Nigeria, particularly in states like Kaduna and Kano, tourism education curricula often neglect practical and 

vocational training, focusing instead on theoretical foundations. Ogundipe (2022) noted that this disconnection between curriculum 

content and industry requirements results in graduates lacking essential skills, such as entrepreneurship, innovation, and problem-

solving. Furthermore, Adedoyin (2023) avowed that the lack of regular curriculum review and update processes, coupled with 

inadequate stakeholder engagement, perpetuated this problem, ultimately compromising the competitiveness and employability of 

tourism graduates in Nigeria's growing tourism industry. 

4. Lack of Competent Lecturers: Lack of competent Lecturers poses a significant challenge to tourism education in Rivers State. 

According to Okoro (2018), the scarcity of experienced and qualified Lecturers in tourism-related disciplines hampers the quality 

of instruction and research in all states in Nigeria including Rivers State. Similarly, Uche (2020) acknowledged that the absence of 

specialised Lecturers in areas like tourism marketing, hospitality management, and sustainable tourism development limits the 

breadth and depth of curriculum offerings. In the same vein, Nwosu (2022) asserted that this shortage of competent Lecturers 

compromises the development of critical thinking, problem-solving, and innovation skills among tourism students, ultimately 

affecting their employability and competitiveness in the industry. In addition, Ezema (2023) stated that the brain drain of qualified 

Lecturers to other countries, coupled with inadequate faculty development programmes and poor working conditions, exacerbates 

this challenge, undermining the capacity of tourism education institutions to produce graduates equipped to drive states tourism 

development. 

5. Inadequate Industry Partnerships: Inadequate industry partnerships pose a significant challenge to tourism education in Rivers 

State, hindering the relevance, quality, and effectiveness of tourism education programmes. According to Oyedele (2018), the lack 

of collaborative relationships between tourism education institutions and industry stakeholders results in a disconnection between 

theoretical knowledge and practical application, limiting students' opportunities for experiential learning and industry exposure. 

Similarly, Akpan (2020) noted that inadequate industry partnerships restrict access to resources, expertise, and networking 

opportunities, compromising the development of essential skills and competencies among tourism students. Ogunbiyi (2022) 

emphasized that weak industry linkages also impede curriculum development, accreditation, and quality assurance processes, 

undermining the credibility and recognition of tourism education programmes. Furthermore, Adeniyi (2023) avowed that inadequate 

industry partnerships worsen the brain drain of tourism professionals, as graduates lack the industry connections and job 
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opportunities necessary to retain them in the sector, this action ultimately affecting Rivers State tourism development and 

competitiveness.  6. Regulatory Framework: Rivers State's tourism education faces significant challenges due to its regulatory 

framework. According to Ekechukwu (2014), lack of clear guidelines and policies hinders the growth and development of the 

industry. Similarly, Ojo (2015) explained that inadequate regulations compromise the quality and relevance of tourism education 

programmes, limiting the industry's potential. Moreover, Adeniran (2016) avowed the absence of clear policies and guidelines for 

tourism education institutions, inadequate accreditation processes, and insufficient industry partnerships as major obstacles. 

Additionally, Alabi (2017) emphasized that the regulatory framework's failure to integrate international best practices, human rights, 

and environmental considerations exacerbates these challenges, undermining the sector's contribution to Rivers State's economic 

development and cultural preservation. 

7. Cultural and Language Barriers:  Cultural and language barriers pose significant challenges to tourism education in Rivers State. 

According to experts, these obstacles hinder the growth and development of the industry. Cultural barriers include differences in 

customs, traditions, and values that may not be aligned with the tourism industry's requirements, making it difficult for students to 

adapt. For instance, Oyedele (2018) noted that cultural differences limit the effectiveness of tourism education programmes, while 

Akpan (2018) explained the need for culturally sensitive curricula to address the diverse needs of multi-ethnic population. Language 

barriers also play a crucial role in hindering tourism education in Rivers State, Nigeria. Eze (2019) acknowledged the regulatory 

framework's failure to account for regional variations in language, compromising the industry's ability to showcase Nigeria's rich 

cultural diversity. Additionally, Ogunbiyi (2019) stressed that language barriers restrict access to international tourism education 

resources, limiting the sector's potential for global competitiveness. 

 

Prospects of Tourism Education in Rivers State, Nigeria 

Tourism education serves as a catalyst for Rivers State's socio-economic advancement, presenting vast opportunities for progress 

and revitalisation. As noted by Ojo (2020), tourism significantly impacts economic expansion, fostering wealth creation and job 

opportunities. Within Rivers State,, tourism education has the potential to tap into the state's diverse cultural and natural resources, 

driving sustainable development and growth by preserving cultural heritage, driving economic empowerment, developing skills, 

engaging communities, promoting environmental sustainability, and establishing a supportive policy framework. 

i.  Cultural Heritage Preservation: Tourism education through cultural heritage preservation presents a promising 

prospect for Rivers State's socio-economic development. By incorporating cultural heritage preservation into tourism 

education, Rivers State can safeguard its rich cultural legacy and promote cross-cultural understanding. According to 

Eze (2020), cultural tourism has the potential to showcase diverse cultural heritage, generating revenue and creating 

employment opportunities. Similarly, Ojo (2020) noted that cultural heritage preservation can foster community 

engagement and participation in tourism development, ensuring that local communities benefit from tourism 

initiatives. Furthermore, Nwaigwe (2022) avowed that tourism education focused on cultural heritage preservation can 

equip individuals with the skills needed to manage and conserve cultural resources, thereby promoting sustainable 

tourism practices.. 

ii. Economic Empowerment: Tourism education puts forward a promising pathway to economic empowerment in Rivers 

State, unlocking opportunities for entrepreneurship, job creation, and revenue generation. According to Oyedele 

(2019), tourism education can equip individuals with the skills needed to start and manage tourism-related businesses, 

stimulating local economies and contributing to national economic growth. Similarly, Akpan (2020) noted that tourism 

education can foster entrepreneurship and innovation, enabling individuals to tap into the vast potential of tourism 
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industry. Furthermore, Adeniran (2021) acknowledged that tourism education can enhance the employability of 

graduates, providing them with the competencies required to succeed in the tourism sector and contribute to economic 

development. By harnessing the potential of tourism education, Rivers State can empower its citizens, stimulate 

economic growth, and reduce poverty. 

iii. Skill Development:  Tourism education offers a vital pathway to skill development in Rivers State, equipping 

individuals with the competencies required to succeed in the tourism industry. According to Akpan (2020), practical 

training and hands-on experience are essential components of tourism education, enabling students to acquire industry-

specific skills and adapt to the dynamic needs of the sector. Similarly, Eze (2020) noted that tourism education can 

foster skills development in areas such as hospitality management, tour operations, and cultural heritage preservation, 

thereby enhancing the employability of graduates. Furthermore, Ogunbiyi (2022) emphasised that tourism education 

can develop soft skills, including communication, customer service, and problem-solving, which are critical for 

delivering exceptional tourist experiences and driving industry growth. By prioritising skill development, tourism 

education can produce a workforce capable of driving Rivers State's tourism industry forward. 

iv. Community Engagement: Tourism education provides a transformative way to community engagement in Rivers 

State, encouraging collaborative relationships between local communities, tourism stakeholders, and educational 

institutions. According to Ogunbiyi (2022), community-based tourism education empowers local communities to take 

ownership of tourism development, ensuring that benefits are equitably distributed and cultural heritage is preserved. 

Similarly, Adeniran (2021) acknowledged that tourism education can facilitate community engagement through 

participatory approaches, enabling local residents to contribute to tourism planning and decision-making processes. 

By prioritising community engagement, tourism education can ensure that tourism development aligns with local needs 

and aspirations. 

v. Environmental Sustainability: Tourism education promotes environmental sustainability in Rivers State by cultivating 

a new generation of tourism professionals equipped to mitigate the industry's ecological footprint. According to 

Fennell (2020), tourism education can integrate sustainable tourism practices, environmental conservation, and eco-

tourism principles, empowering students to develop environmentally responsible tourism initiatives. Similarly, Eze 

(2020) noted that tourism education can foster environmental awareness and stewardship among local communities, 

thereby promoting the conservation of community’s rich biodiversity and natural heritage. Furthermore, Okpobono 

(2023) explained that tourism education can address climate change, waste management, and sustainable resource 

utilisation, ensuring that tourism development aligns with national sustainable development goals. By prioritising 

environmental sustainability, tourism education can ensure a resilient and eco-friendly tourism industry in Rivers State. 

vi. Policy Framework: Tourism education in Rivers State, Nigeria stands to benefit significantly from a well-crafted 

policy framework, guiding the development of a robust and sustainable tourism industry. According to Adeniran 

(2021), a comprehensive policy framework can harmonise tourism education with national development goals, 

ensuring alignment with economic, social, and cultural priorities. Similarly, Ojo (2020) noted that policy frameworks 

can establish standards for tourism education, accrediting institutions and programmes to guarantee quality and 

relevance. Furthermore, Nwaigwe (2022) stated that effective policy frameworks can facilitate collaboration between 

government agencies, educational institutions, and industry stakeholders, fostering a cohesive approach to tourism 

education and development. By establishing a supportive policy framework, Rivers State can unlock the full potential 

of tourism education. 
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Conclusion 

The discussion on the paper so far has exposed the facts that tourism education is a transformative force for Rivers State's socio-

economic revitalisation, harnessing the state's rich cultural and natural resources to drive sustainable growth. By integrating tourism 

education into Rivers State's development strategy, the State can unlock vast opportunities for progress, empower its citizens, 

stimulate economic growth, and reduce poverty. Effective tourism education fosters cross-cultural understanding, entrepreneurship, 

innovation, and eco-friendly practices, ultimately enhancing the quality of life for Rivers people and cementing the State's position 

as a leading destination for cultural and environmental exploration. Moreover, a well-crafted policy framework harmonises tourism 

education with national development goals, ensuring alignment with Rivers State's economic, social, and cultural priorities. 

Therefore, prioritising tourism education is crucial for Rivers State's socio-economic development, as it equips the nation with a 

resilient and skilled workforce, poised to drive the tourism industry forward and contribute meaningfully to the state's economic 

growth and sustainable development. 

Recommendations 

1. Rivers State government, in collaboration with the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), should 

develop sustainable tourism practices that align with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This can be achieved by 

incorporating environmental conservation, cultural heritage preservation, and community engagement into tourism 

development. 

2. Educational institutions, with support from the government and private sector, should establish tourism education 

programmes that focus on entrepreneurship, innovation, and skill development. This will equip students with the necessary 

skills to succeed in the tourism industry. 

3. Local communities, with support from government agencies and NGOs, should promote community-based tourism 

initiatives that showcase Rivers State's rich cultural heritage and natural resources. 

4.  Rivers State government should invest in developing tourism infrastructure, such as hotels, transportation systems, and 

recreational facilities, to enhance the Tourist experience. 

5. The government should foster public-private partnerships to promote tourism development, attract investments, and create 

jobs. 

6. Rivers State government, in collaboration with international organisations, should establish a monitoring and evaluation 

framework to track the impact of tourism development on socio-economic growth. 

 

References 

Adedoyin, F. (2023). Curriculum reform and tourism education in Nigeria. Journal of Hospitality, Leisure, Sport & Tourism 

Education, 32(1), 1-15 

Adeniyi, A. (2023). Industry partnerships and tourism education in Nigeria: Challenges and prospects. Journal of Hospitality, 

Leisure, Sport & Tourism Education, 32(1), 1-15. 

Adeniran, T. (2016). Enhancing tourism education through industry partnerships. Journal of Economic Development, 29(1), 1-12. 

Adeniran, T. (2021). Tourism Education and Employability in Nigeria. African Journal of Education and Development, 15(1), 1-

15. 

http://ijsrp.org/


International Journal of Scientific and Research Publications, Volume 15, Issue 12, December 2025             204 

ISSN 2250-3153   

  This publication is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY. 

10.29322/IJSRP.15.12.2025.p16818     www.ijsrp.org 

Adeniran, T. (2021). Participatory Tourism Planning and Community Engagement. International Journal of Tourism Research, 

23(4), 1-10. 

Afolabi, A. (2018). Tourism education and training in Nigeria: Challenges and prospects. Journal of Tourism and Hospitality 

Research, 19(1), 1-12. 

Akpan, I. (2020). Collaborative learning in tourism education: A study of Nigerian universities. Journal of Tourism and 

Development, 12(1), 1-15. 

Akpan, I. (2020). Entrepreneurship and Innovation in Tourism Education. International Journal of Hospitality Management, 28(1), 

1-10. 

Akinyemi, O. (2020). Sustainable tourism development through education. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 28(2), 257-272. 

Akinyemi, O. (2016). Tourism development and economic growth in Nigeria. Journal of Economic Development, 21(1), 1-15., 

Alabi, O. (2017). Tourism Education and Regulatory Framework in Nigeria. Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Management, 6(1), 

30-42. 

Amanawa, David. (2022). Challenges of Tourism in Expanding Human and Economic Opportunities in Nigeria. Journal of 

Intelligent Systems in Accounting Finance & Management, 6(1), 14-22. 

Anukratis, S. (2019). Unlocking the Employment Opportunity in Tourism Industry at Hadoti Region with the help of Tourism 

Education: Challenges and Functions, Perspectives Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 28(2), 304-321. 

Daniel, A. D., Costa, R. A., Pita, M., and Costa, C. (2017). Tourism Education: What about entrepreneurial skills? Journal of 

Hospitality and Tourism Management, 30(1), 65–72 

Ekanayake E., Long A.E. Tourism development and economic growth in developing countries. International Journal of Business 

Finance. Resources, 6(2) 61–63.  

Ekechukwu, T. L. C. (2014). Tourism Education in Nigeria: Challenges and prospects. Journal of Tourism and Hospitality 

Management, 6(1), 1-12. 

Eze, C. (2020). Environmental Awareness and Community Engagement in Tourism Education. International Journal of 

Environmental Education, 30(2), 1-12 

Ezeah, G. (2015). Tourism education and training in Nigeria: Challenges and prospects. International Journal of Tourism Research, 

17(3), 257-266. 

Ezeah, G. (2018). Tourism development and environmental impact in Nigeria. International Journal of Tourism Research, 20(3), 

257-266. 

Ezeah, G. (2020). Industry partnerships in tourism education. International Journal of Hospitality Management, 8(6), 24-54 

Ezeah, G. (2020). Community-based socioeconomic development in Nigeria. International Journal of Community Development, 

8(1), 1-12 

Ezema, C. (2023). Faculty development and tourism education in Nigeria. Journal of Hospitality, Leisure, Sport & Tourism 

Education, 32(1), 1-15. 

Fennell, D. (2020). Sustainable Tourism: A Framework for Tourism Education. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 28(1), 1-15. 

Fuchs, M., Fredaman, P. & Ioannides, D. (2015). Tourism PhD. studies: A Swedish experiences – based perspective. In Sheldon, 

P.J. & Hsu, C.H.C. (eds.) Tourism Education: Global Issues and Trends (pp. 61-79), United Kingdom: Emerald 

Ibikunle, O. (2020). Challenges of tourism education in Northern Nigeria. Journal of Tourism and Development, 12(1), 1-15. 

http://ijsrp.org/


International Journal of Scientific and Research Publications, Volume 15, Issue 12, December 2025             205 

ISSN 2250-3153   

  This publication is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY. 

10.29322/IJSRP.15.12.2025.p16818     www.ijsrp.org 

Ibikunle, O. (2019). Cultural heritage preservation through tourism education in Nigeria. Journal of Cultural Heritage Management 

and Sustainable Development, 9(2), 150-162. 

Ibikunle, O. (2021). Socioeconomic development and sustainable development goals. Journal of International Development, 33(5), 

833-846. 

Kobani, D. & Alozie, K. (2016). Adult Education: Principles & Practice. Owerri: Beauty Koncepts. 

Kobani, D. & Alozie, K. (2019). Essentials of Community Development in Nigeria. Second Edition. Owerri: Beauty Koncepts. 

Kolawole, O. (2017). Tourism service quality and customer satisfaction in Nigeria. Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research, 

18(1), 1-12. 

Kolawole, O. (2019). Socioeconomic development and human well-being in Nigeria. Journal of Social and Economic Development, 

2(1), 1-15 

Kolawole, O. (2022). Innovative teaching methods in tourism education. Journal of Hospitality, Leisure, Sport & Tourism 

Education, 30(10), 244-259. 

Kpandei, C. L. (2011). Video testimony, accessed at: http://www.youtube.com/watch? 

v=3U7O9qcJJvE&feature=results_main&playnext=1&list=PL3C1D433BB2145440 (15 March 2013). 

 Kuru, C. and Kuru, E. (2011). Video testimony, accessed at: http://www.youtube.com/ watch?v=X8MQvHFv1Co (15March2013). 

Malik S., Chaudhry I.S., Sheikh M.R., Farooqi F.S. (2010). Tourism, economic growth and current account deficit in Pakistan: 

Evidence from co-integration and causal analysis. Eur. J. Econ. Financ. Adm. Sci. 10(22), 21–31. 

Manyara, G. (2014). Tourism education and capacity building in Africa. Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research, 15(1), 1-12 

Manyara, G. (2017). Tourism education and training in Nigeria: An assessment. Journal of Tourism and Development, 8(1), 1-15 

Manyara, G. (2022). Lifelong learning in tourism education. Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research, 23(1), 1-12. 

Moscardo, G. (2023). Sustainable tourism education: Preparing for a sustainable future in tourism development. Journal of Tourism 

Education and Research, 15(3), 101-115. 

Moscardo, G. (2019). Building community capacity for tourism development. Annals of Tourism Research, accessed 19th 

September, 2024 from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2019.102761 

Mungai, M. W., Kieti, D. M., & Cheloti-Mapelu, I. (2021). The tourism education and the tourism industry imbalances: A review 

of skills, curriculum proponents and the way forward. European Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Research, 9(3), 14-

26. 

Nigeria Tourism Board. (2023). Discover Nigeria: A land of cultural heritage and natural beauty. 

Nwaigwe, C. (2022). Tourism Education and Cultural Heritage Preservation in Nigeria. International Journal of Hospitality 

Management, 30(1), 1-10. 

Nwosu, J. (2022). Enhancing tourism education through lecturer capacity building. Journal of Economic Development, 29(1), 1-12. 

Ogunbiyi, I. (2022). Soft Skills Development in Tourism Education. African Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Management, 

11(1), 1-15. 

Ogundipe, A. (2016). Financing tourism education in Nigeria: Options and strategies. Journal of Economic Development, 19(2), 1-

12. 

Ogundipe, A. (2019). Infrastructure and tourism development in Nigeria. Journal of Tourism and Development, 10(1), 1-15. 

http://ijsrp.org/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2019.102761


International Journal of Scientific and Research Publications, Volume 15, Issue 12, December 2025             206 

ISSN 2250-3153   

  This publication is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY. 

10.29322/IJSRP.15.12.2025.p16818     www.ijsrp.org 

Ogundipe, A. (2022). Enhancing tourism education through curriculum innovation in Nigeria. Journal of Economic Development, 

29(1), 1-12. 

Okoro, O. (2018). Tourism education in Nigeria: Challenges and prospects. Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Management, 6(1), 

1-12. 

Okpobono, O. (2023). Climate Change and Sustainable Tourism Development in Nigeria. African Journal of Environmental Studies, 

18(1), 1-10 

Ojo, A. (2015). Regulatory Framework and Tourism Development in Nigeria. Journal of Tourism and Development, 12(1), 1-15. 

Ojo, A. (2020). Community-Based Tourism and Cultural Heritage Preservation. Journal of Tourism Studies, 20(2), 1-12. 

Oyedele, O. (2018). Tourism education in Nigeria: Challenges and prospects. Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Management, 

6(1), 1-12. 

Oyedele, O. (2019). Tourism Education and Entrepreneurship in Nigeria. Journal of Tourism Studies, 19(2), 1-12. 

Pegg, S. & Zabbey, N. (2013). Oil and water: the Bodo spills and the destruction of traditional livelihood structures in the Niger 

Delta. Oxford University Press and Community Development Journal, 48(3), 391-405. 

Uche, C. (2020). Competency-based education in tourism: A study of Cross Rivers State University of Science and Technology. 

Journal of Tourism and Development, 12(1), 1-15. 

UNDP (2020). Sustainable Development Goals. United Nations Development Programme 

UNWTO (2020). Tourism and Sustainable Development Goals. World Tourism Organization. 

UNWTO. (2023). Tourism for development. United Nations World Tourism Organization. Retrieved 20th October, 2024, from 

https://www.unwto.org. 

World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC). (2019). Travel & Tourism: Economic impact 2019. World Travel & Tourism Council 

WTO, (2010). UNWTO World Tourism Barometer. Retrieved 28th October, 2024, from http://unwto.org/facts/eng/pdf/barome 

ter/UNWTO_Barom10_1_en_excerpt .pdf. Retrieved 2010-03-18. 

http://ijsrp.org/
https://www.unwto.org/
http://unwto.org/facts/eng/pdf/barome%20ter/UNWTO_Barom10_1_en_excerpt%20.pdf.%20Retrieved%202010-03-18
http://unwto.org/facts/eng/pdf/barome%20ter/UNWTO_Barom10_1_en_excerpt%20.pdf.%20Retrieved%202010-03-18

