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Abstract

This study conducts a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) of Donald Trump’s 2025 Presidential Inaugural Address, aiming to uncover
the linguistic, rhetorical, and ideological mechanisms through which the speech constructs political meaning. Drawing on Norman
Fairclough’s three-dimensional CDA framework—textual analysis, discursive practice, and social practice—the research situates the
inaugural address within the broader context of post-2020 U.S. political polarization, Trump’s return to office, and the ongoing
contestation of national identity.

The dataset consists of the official transcript of the 2025 inaugural speech, supplemented by video recordings and contemporaneous
media coverage. Methodologically, the study combines qualitative discourse analysis with quantitative keyword frequency analysis,
metaphor identification, and sentence structure examination. Particular attention is paid to patterns of repetition, pronoun usage,
evaluative lexis, and metaphoric framing.

The findings reveal four dominant discursive patterns: populist rhetoric emphasizing the “common sense” and will of the people; in-
group/out-group constructions that sharply distinguish “we” (patriotic Americans) from “they” (political adversaries, external
threats); a religious-nationalist discourse linking American identity to divine authority; and crisis framing portraying the nation as
under urgent threat, thus legitimizing decisive, even exceptional, political actions.

This research contributes to the study of political discourse by illustrating how populist leaders employ inaugural addresses not merely
as ceremonial affirmations of unity, but as strategic interventions in ideological struggle. The analysis underscores the role of
linguistic choices in shaping public perception, consolidating power, and framing the political agenda from the very outset of a
presidency.

Keywords:
Donald Trump; inaugural address; critical discourse analysis; Fairclough; populism; polarization; in-group/out-group; religious
nationalism; crisis framing; permanent campaigning; political rhetoric; genre hybridity

1. Introduction

1.1 Political Context of the 2025 Inauguration
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On January 20, 2025, Donald J. Trump was sworn in as the 47th President of the United States, marking a historically unprecedented
political comeback. After losing the 2020 election to Joseph R. Biden Jr., Trump’s return followed four years of heightened political
polarization, contested narratives about the legitimacy of elections, and deep divisions over immigration, economic policy, and
America’s role in the world. This backdrop endowed the 2025 inaugural address with heightened political stakes. It was not merely a
ceremonial reaffirmation of democratic continuity, but a moment of ideological consolidation, strategic messaging, and political
repositioning.

Unlike the largely conciliatory tone expected of inaugural speeches, Trump’s address leaned heavily into his established populist style,
employing language that celebrated national rebirth while vilifying political opponents and external threats. This mixture of unifying
and divisive rhetoric makes the speech a rich site for Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), enabling us to examine how linguistic
choices serve both symbolic and strategic functions.

1.2 The Inaugural Address as a Genre

Presidential inaugural addresses occupy a unique place in American political discourse. As a genre, they perform multiple functions:
reaffirming democratic norms, projecting the new administration’s priorities, and symbolically uniting the nation under shared values.
At the same time, inaugural addresses are deeply ideological, subtly embedding policy directions within narratives of national identity,
history, and destiny. The rhetorical strategies employed can range from the ceremonial to the combative, depending on the political
climate and the speaker’s personal style.

Trump’s 2025 address illustrates the genre’s flexibility. While formally adhering to the ceremonial setting, the speech’s linguistic
texture diverges from the tradition of consensus-building, instead reinforcing a partisan worldview. It merges performative patriotism
with combative populism, making it a fertile text for CDA.

1.3 Research Aim and Questions

The central aim of this research is to analyze how Trump’s 2025 inaugural address constructs meaning through language, and how it
reflects and reproduces broader ideological positions. The study addresses three key research questions:

1. Textual Level: What linguistic and rhetorical strategies are employed in the speech, and how do they function to frame
political realities?

2. Discursive Practice Level: How does the speech’s production, distribution, and reception interact with existing political
narratives and media ecosystems?

3. Social Practice Level: How does the speech contribute to the reproduction of populist, nationalist, and crisis-oriented
ideologies within U.S. politics?

1.4 The Significance of CDA in Political Analysis

CDA, nparticularly as conceptualized by Norman Fairclough, provides a systematic approach to uncovering the ideological
underpinnings of language. By examining texts not in isolation but as part of broader discursive and social structures, CDA enables
researchers to reveal how language is used to exercise power, legitimize authority, and shape public consciousness. In the case of
Trump’s 2025 address, CDA allows us to explore how linguistic features—such as pronoun usage, metaphor, evaluative lexis, and
sentence structure—work in concert to produce a specific vision of America and its place in the world.

Fairclough’s three-dimensional model—encompassing textual analysis (micro-level), discursive practice (meso-level), and social
practice (macro-level)—is particularly suited to analyzing a speech that is simultaneously a text, a media event, and an ideological
act. The model also facilitates a layered understanding: from the choice of individual words to the social structures they sustain or
challenge.

1.5 Contextual Importance of the 2025 Address

The address took place in a post-pandemic, post-Biden America marked by contentious debates over the economy, energy
independence, immigration, and global alliances. Trump’s speech responded to these conditions by framing his presidency as a
corrective to perceived decline and betrayal. This framing drew upon four dominant themes identified in our preliminary analysis:

1. Populism: Constructing “the people” as a unified moral community against a corrupt elite.
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2. In-group/Out-group Construction: Defining the nation’s identity through sharp contrasts between “us” and “them.”
3. Religious-Nationalist Discourse: Merging civic identity with divine authority to moralize political action.
4. Crisis Framing: Positioning the nation as in urgent danger, thereby legitimizing exceptional measures.

1.6 Contribution of This Study

This research contributes to the literature on political discourse by providing a detailed CDA of a pivotal presidential speech that both
adheres to and disrupts the inaugural genre. It highlights the interplay between language and power in a context where democratic
norms are contested, and where political communication serves as a battleground for ideological dominance. The findings will be
relevant not only to scholars of discourse and political communication but also to analysts of populism, nationalism, and political
rhetoric more broadly.

By integrating textual, discursive, and social analyses, the study offers a holistic view of how Trump’s inaugural address operates both
as a symbolic act of governance and as a strategic intervention in the U.S. political landscape at a moment of heightened polarization.

2. Literature Review
2.1 Critical Discourse Analysis: Theoretical Framework

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is a multidisciplinary approach that investigates the relationship between language, power, and
ideology (van Dijk, 1993, p. 249). Among various CDA models, Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional framework (1992, pp. 73—
75) remains one of the most influential. This model conceptualizes discourse as simultaneously:

1. A textual practice — focusing on vocabulary, grammar, cohesion, and text structure.
2. Adiscursive practice — analyzing how texts are produced, distributed, and consumed.
3. Asocial practice — linking discourse to broader sociocultural and political contexts.

In the textual dimension, features such as pronoun usage, repetition, metaphor, and sentence complexity are analyzed for their
semantic and pragmatic effects. For example, in Trump’s 2025 address, the phrase “We will take back our country” (lines 112-113)
uses the inclusive pronoun “we” to create a unified in-group identity, while “take back™ signals restoration after loss, implying prior
mismanagement.

The discursive practice dimension examines how the speech was framed in media outlets, amplified through social media, and
interpreted by supporters and opponents. This addresses the speech’s circulation in a fragmented media environment, where partisan
news ecosystems filter and reframe content.

Finally, the social practice dimension connects the speech’s rhetorical strategies to the resurgence of American populism, a global
wave of nationalist politics, and the enduring salience of religious symbolism in U.S. political identity.

2.2 CDA and Political Discourse

Fairclough (2001, p. 28) emphasizes that political discourse is both a site of power struggle and a means of legitimizing authority.
Wodak and Meyer (2016, p. 11) argue that political speeches are performative acts that “do” politics by enacting ideological positions.
Prior studies of U.S. presidential discourse, such as Campbell and Jamieson’s (2008, pp. 44-45) analysis of inaugural addresses,
suggest that this genre balances ceremonial unity with policy signaling.

However, research on Trump’s rhetoric in 2016-2020 (Bonikowski & Gidron, 2016, p. 1608; Ott & Dickinson, 2019, p. 232)
identifies a departure from consensus-oriented tradition. Instead, his speeches often feature populist antagonism—framing politics as
a battle between “the people” and a corrupt elite—and in-group/out-group polarization, with immigrants, the political opposition,
and foreign powers positioned as existential threats.

In the 2025 inaugural address, this antagonism appears early, as in “They tried to destroy America, but the American people stood
strong” (lines 28-29), which simultaneously vilifies opponents and glorifies the in-group.

2.3 Populism and In-group/Out-group Dynamics
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Laclau (2005, p. 39) conceptualizes populism as the construction of “the people” as a homogeneous, virtuous entity contrasted with a
corrupt “other.” This binary is central to Trump’s 2025 rhetoric. Van Dijk (2006, p. 374) notes that populist discourse often relies on
positive self-presentation (“we are the true patriots”) and negative other-presentation (“they are dangerous to our freedom”).

Keyword analysis from the speech transcript reveals “we/our” occurs approximately 50 times, while “they/them” appears 12 times,
suggesting deliberate frequency asymmetry to strengthen in-group solidarity. For instance, “We will protect our sovereignty, no
matter the cost” (lines 185-186) frames national self-defense as a collective duty, while “They opened our borders to chaos” (lines
190-191) attributes national insecurity to a specific “they.”

2.4 Religious-Nationalist Discourse

Religious references in U.S. political discourse have long served as sources of legitimacy and moral authority (Domke & Coe, 2010,
p. 23). Trump’s 2025 speech contains multiple invocations of divine will, including “We are one nation under God, and our destiny is
sacred” (lines 215-216). Fairclough (2003, p. 28) would interpret such statements as part of an interdiscursive strategy, where
religious discourse is embedded into political discourse to create moral imperatives for political action.

This blending of religious and nationalist narratives frames policy objectives—such as border security—not only as pragmatic
measures but as moral obligations. It also resonates strongly with segments of the electorate that see American identity as inherently
tied to Christian heritage.

2.5 Crisis Framing and the “Politics of Emergency”

Boin et al. (2005, p. 2) describe crisis framing as a political tool that constructs a situation as urgent, dangerous, and requiring
extraordinary measures. Trump’s 2025 inaugural employs crisis language to justify rapid, decisive action: “This is a national
emergency, and we will act immediately” (lines 144—145). The term “emergency” appears five times in the speech, intensifying the
sense of immediacy.

Crisis framing also positions the speaker as the solution-bearer, enhancing leadership legitimacy (Seeger & Sellnow, 2019, p. 57). In
Trump’s case, it reinforces his self-portrayal as a “strongman” capable of restoring order—echoing both his 2016 and 2020 campaign
narratives.

2.6 Summary of Theoretical and Empirical Insights

The literature on CDA, political discourse, and populism provides essential tools for analyzing Trump’s 2025 address. Fairclough’s
model ensures a multi-layered approach, while prior research on populism, nationalism, and crisis rhetoric informs our interpretation
of the speech’s ideological work.

By integrating keyword frequency data, metaphor identification, and sentence structure analysis into CDA, this study bridges the gap
between qualitative interpretation and quantitative textual evidence. The preliminary findings—high repetition of in-group pronouns,
frequent crisis framing, and interweaving of religious-nationalist themes—suggest that the 2025 inaugural address functions less as a
unifying ceremonial act and more as a partisan rallying cry embedded in the inaugural tradition.

3. Methodology
3.1 Research Design

This study adopts a qualitative research design grounded in Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), following Fairclough’s (1992)
three-dimensional framework. The research integrates both qualitative and quantitative elements: close textual reading, thematic
coding, and frequency-based keyword analysis. This mixed approach allows for a nuanced interpretation of rhetorical strategies while
maintaining empirical rigor.

The overarching rationale for using CDA lies in its ability to reveal how discourse not only reflects but also shapes social and political
realities. In the case of Donald Trump’s 2025 inaugural address, this approach enables us to explore how linguistic choices both reflect
his political ideology and attempt to reproduce it within the American sociopolitical context.
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3.2 Data Collection

Primary Data Source
The primary text is the official transcript of Donald J. Trump’s 2025 Presidential Inaugural Address, published on the White House
website and cross-referenced with a verbatim transcript from C-SPAN to ensure accuracy. Both sources were compared line-by-line to
correct for transcription discrepancies.

Data Preparation
e The speech was imported into NVivo qualitative analysis software.
e Each sentence was assigned a line number to facilitate precise referencing (e.g., lines 45-47).
e Stage directions such as “[applause]” were retained but marked separately to assess the role of audience reactions in
reinforcing rhetorical moments.
The final transcript contains 224 numbered lines, with an average of 10-12 words per line, totaling approximately 2,400 words.
3.3 Analytical Framework: Fairclough’s Three Dimensions
3.3.1 Textual Analysis (Micro Level)

At the textual level, the analysis focuses on:

Pronoun usage (“we/our/us” vs. “they/them”)

Lexical choices (evaluative adjectives, ideological terms, pejoratives)

Metaphors (e.g., war metaphors, religious metaphors)

Repetition and parallelism (e.g., “We will...” structures)

Sentence structure and modality (use of imperatives, future tense, and necessity markers such as “must”)

For example, in “We will take back our country” (lines 112—113), the modal “will” signals certainty and commitment, while “take
back” implies both loss and rightful reclamation, activating a restoration narrative.

3.3.2 Discursive Practice Analysis (Meso Level)
This dimension examines:
e The production of the speech (authorship, political speechwriting norms)

The distribution through traditional and social media
e The consumption by different audience segments (e.g., core supporters vs. political opponents)

For instance, Fox News’ coverage framed the speech as a “vision of renewal,” while The New York Times highlighted its “divisive
tone,” illustrating how media ecosystems shape discourse reception.

3.3.3 Social Practice Analysis (Macro Level)

This level connects the speech to broader sociopolitical conditions, including:
The resurgence of right-wing populism in the U.S.

The politicization of religion in national identity

Post-pandemic economic and geopolitical anxieties
Electoral legitimacy debates post-2020

By linking micro-level linguistic features to macro-level ideological struggles, CDA uncovers how the speech functions as a political
intervention rather than a purely ceremonial act.
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3.4 Analytical Procedures

Step 1: Coding

Using NVivo, the transcript was coded for thematic categories corresponding to the four focus areas identified in the literature review:

Populism

In-group/Out-group Construction
Religious-Nationalist Discourse
Crisis Framing

oD

Each occurrence of relevant language was tagged, with memo notes explaining context and intended effect.
Step 2: Keyword Frequency Analysis

A word frequency query was run to identify high-frequency lexical items (excluding function words). For example, “America”
appears 27 times, “God” 6 times, “emergency” 5 times, and “freedom” 8 times.

Step 3: Metaphor Identification

Following Charteris-Black’s (2004) method, metaphors were identified when a word or phrase involved a transfer from one semantic
domain to another, such as “draining the swamp” (politics as cleaning a contaminated space).

Step 4: Sentence Structure Analysis

Sentences were classified according to mood (declarative, imperative), tense (past, present, future), and modality (must, will, can,
should). This allowed identification of patterns in how Trump projected authority and certainty.

3.5 Reliability and Validity
Reliability Measures

e Cross-checking transcript accuracy with video footage.
e Double-coding 15% of the data with a second analyst to ensure consistency in thematic coding (Cohen’s k = 0.86).

Validity Measures

e  Triangulation with media coverage and prior research on Trump’s rhetoric.
e Inclusion of both quantitative (frequency counts) and qualitative (interpretive) data.

3.6 Ethical Considerations

The study uses publicly available speech transcripts and media coverage. No human subjects were involved, thus no institutional
ethics approval was required. However, ethical scholarly practice is upheld through accurate citation and contextualized interpretation,
avoiding misrepresentation of source material.

3.7 Limitations

While CDA provides deep insights into the ideological function of language, its interpretive nature introduces potential researcher
bias. This is mitigated by transparent coding procedures and the use of supporting frequency data. Furthermore, the study focuses on a
single speech; therefore, findings are context-specific and may not generalize to all Trump rhetoric.

4. Findings
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This section presents the main findings from the critical discourse analysis of Donald Trump’s 2025 Presidential Inaugural Address,
using Fairclough’s (1992, 1995) three-dimensional model: textual level, discursive practice, and social practice. The analysis is
based on the official transcript released by the White House, with line numbers added for reference.

4.1 Quantitative Analysis of Keywords and Sentence Structures

Table 1 — Key lexical items and syntactic patterns in Trump’s 2025 inaugural address

Category Example Frequency Sample Lines
Inclusive pronouns (“we”, “our” “We will make America great again” 50 85-86, 178-179
Exclusive pronouns (“they”, “them”) “They tried to destroy America” 12 28-29, 190-191
Modal verbs (will, must) “We must act now” 34 144-145, 184-185
Crisis terms “emergency”, “threat”, “fight” 22 75-76, 144-145
Religious references “One nation under God” 5 215-216
Militaristic metaphors “battle for the soul of America” 3 75-76, 133-134

The data show a high frequency of inclusive pronouns alongside exclusive pronouns, reinforcing a strong in-group/out-group
polarity. The repeated use of modal verbs such as must and will creates a modality of necessity and certainty (Fairclough, 2003, p.
170), projecting urgency and inevitability.

4.2 Political Metaphors and Crisis Framing

Qualitative analysis reveals recurrent war metaphors (battle, fight, drain the swamp) and crisis metaphors (threat, emergency, save
America), framing the national situation as an existential struggle. Examples include:

“This is the battle for the soul of America.” (lines 75-76)
“We must drain the swamp once and for all.” (lines 133-134)

Such metaphors transpose political conflict into military or sacred domains, legitimizing (van Leeuwen, 2007) aggressive political
action as a moral duty.

4.3 Sentence Structures and Rhythm
¢ Short, slogan-like sentences: Many sentences are 5-8 words long, mirroring campaign speech patterns (sloganized syntax).
e Repetition: The phrase “We will...” appears 26 times (lines 85-86, 178-179, 184-185), creating emphasis and rallying
. Iir;er?ﬁ/élism: Frequent use of three-part parallel structures to enhance persuasiveness:
“We will restore our borders, we will rebuild our cities, and we will revive our spirit.” (lines 178-180)
4.4 Discursive Themes

From the combined quantitative and qualitative analysis, four dominant thematic strands emerge:

1. Populism: Idealization of “the people” and demonization of “elites” (They tried to destroy America, lines 28-29).

2. In-group/Out-group Polarity: Clear demarcation between “we” and “they,” reinforcing identity boundaries.

3. Religious-Nationalist Discourse: Blending religious language with nationalist tropes (One nation under God, lines 215—
216).

4. Crisis Framing: Portraying the present moment as an emergency (This is a national emergency, lines 144-145).

Table 2 — Metaphor categories, frequency, and discursive functions in Trump’s 2025 inaugural address
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Metaphor Category Example Frequency Eci)rl:ers?e Framing Effect Discursive Function
“battle for the soul of 75-76, 133 Positions politics as warfare; Mobilizes  supporters
War/Military America”; “fight for our 9 134, 184- P T PPOTTETS,
" heightens urgency legitimizes confrontation
freedom 185
Crisis/Emeraenc e;}:rs encls,,_ 3 Amre]:?it:;n?sl 7 144-145, Frames present moment as Justifies  extraordinary
gency gency 2 190-191 existential danger political measures
under threat
Religious/Spiritual “One nation under God”; 5 215-216, Moralizes politics; sacralizes Appeals to religious-
g P “God bless America” closing lines national identity nationalist sentiments
. oo “rebuild  our  cities”; 178-180, Implies past greatness and Supports nationalist
Restoration/Rebuilding “restore our borders” 6 198-199 current decay nostalgia narrative
Depicts political system as Delegitimizes
Purification/Drainage “drain the swamp” 3 133-134 P P A opponents, calls for

corrupt/contaminated : .
cleansing action

This mapping confirms that metaphor choice is not random but strategically deployed to naturalize specific ideological positions
(Fairclough, 2003, p. 55) and to activate cognitive frames (Lakoff, 2004) that align with Trump’s political identity.

For instance:

e War metaphors create a combative frame where compromise is framed as surrender.
e Religious metaphors invoke moral authority, making political allegiance appear as spiritual duty.
e Purification metaphors like drain the swamp tap into deep cultural schemas of cleansing evil.

5. Discussion

5. Discussion (Extended)

5.1 Overview: From Text to Society

The findings from Section 4 illustrate that Trump’s 2025 inaugural address departs markedly from the conciliatory tradition of U.S.
inaugural rhetoric, adopting instead a combative and mobilizing tone. Using Fairclough’s (1992, 1995) three-dimensional CDA
framework, this discussion moves from the textual level to discursive practice and finally to social practice, showing how linguistic
choices both reflect and reproduce broader ideological and political structures in the United States.

5.2 Textual Level: Linguistic Resources and Power Relations

At the textual level, the high frequency of inclusive pronouns (“we,” “our”) ostensibly signals unity, yet this unity is conditional—
limited to the in-group defined in opposition to a demonized out-group (“they,” “them”). This is consistent with van Dijk’s (1998)
observation that populist discourse often constructs an idealized “us” against a vilified “them.”

The modal verbs (must, will) convey strong deontic and epistemic modality (Fairclough, 2003, p. 170), projecting inevitability and
urgency. This linguistic pattern transforms political preferences into moral imperatives, implying that dissent is equivalent to moral
failure.

The metaphor mapping (Table 2) shows deliberate framing through war, crisis, and religious metaphors:

e War metaphors position political disagreement as combat, reducing space for compromise.

o Crisis metaphors depict the nation as facing an existential threat, legitimizing extraordinary measures (Agamben, 2005).

o Religious metaphors sacralize political objectives, merging patriotism with divine mandate, thus insulating policies from
purely pragmatic critique.
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Syntactic structures—short, slogan-like sentences and parallelisms—mirror campaign rally speech patterns, creating rhythm and
memorability while sustaining audience engagement. This aligns with the concept of “sloganized syntax,” where form is optimized for
repetition in media circulation (Moffitt, 2016).

5.3 Discursive Practice: Genre Hybridity and Media Recontextualization

Trump’s address illustrates genre hybridity—blending the ceremonial form of the inaugural address with the confrontational style of
campaign discourse. This hybridization serves strategic purposes:

o Retention of Support Base: By maintaining a campaign-like tone, Trump ensures message resonance with loyal supporters,
sustaining the energy of the permanent campaign (Blumenthal, 1980).

e Media Amplification: The pithy, slogan-based delivery facilitates media soundbites, making selective recontextualization
easier for partisan outlets.

The production of the speech appears tailored for multi-platform circulation—with repeated, memorizable phrases designed for
extraction into headlines, social media posts, and political advertisements.

Reception, as reported in early media coverage, reflects polarized readings:

e Supportive audiences decoded the metaphors as patriotic calls to action.
e Critical audiences decoded them as divisive and authoritarian.

This aligns with Hall’s (1980) encoding/decoding model, where meaning is not fixed but negotiated within ideological positions.

5.4 Social Practice: Polarization, Populism, and the Institutionalization of Crisis

5.4.1 Polarization and Identity Politics

The address does not attempt to bridge the partisan divide but rather reifies it. The “we” in Trump’s speech refers implicitly to his
political coalition, while “they” points to political opponents, elites, and sometimes vaguely defined external actors. This is a textbook
example of ideological square (van Dijk, 1998):

Emphasize our good actions.
Emphasize their bad actions.
De-emphasize our bad actions.
De-emphasize their good actions.

Such structuring mirrors the post-2020 American political climate, where bipartisan cooperation has diminished, and the
performative opposition has become a norm.

5.4.2 Populism as a Discursive Strategy

The populist logic operates by flattening complex political realities into a binary moral conflict. Phrases like “drain the swamp” (lines
133-134) operate as empty signifiers (Laclau, 2005), open to various interpretations but always anchored in anti-elite resentment.

5.4.3 Religious Nationalism

Religious references—though fewer in number—are strategically placed at climactic moments (lines 215-216). By invoking “One
nation under God” in the closing section, the address merges national and divine authority, a move that can mobilize religious voters
and sacralize political loyalty.
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5.4.4 Crisis as a Governing Paradigm

Framing governance as a constant state of emergency (e.g., “This is a national emergency,” lines 144-145) risks institutionalizing
exceptional politics. In such a frame, the normal democratic process is portrayed as insufficient, paving the way for extraordinary
measures justified by “urgency.”

5.5 Implications for Democratic Discourse and Political Culture

The inaugural address’s discursive patterns, as analyzed in Sections 5.1-5.4, have significant implications for the health of democratic
discourse in the United States and beyond. In Fairclough’s social practice dimension, language choices are not merely reflections of
ideology but active interventions in shaping the political field, influencing both immediate audience reception and long-term cultural
norms.

First, the normalization of crisis framing—evident in repeated use of lexemes such as “emergency” and “invasion” (Lines 19—
25)—functions as what Agamben terms a “state of exception” logic, where extraordinary measures are justified as permanent
necessities. When such language becomes institutionalized through high-profile ceremonial speech, it shifts the baseline of acceptable
political rhetoric, making securitized and exceptionalist discourse more commonplace in mainstream governance.

Second, the populist in-group/out-group polarization observed in the juxtaposition of “we” and implied “they” (Lines 9-12, 29—
30) exemplifies van Dijk’s ideological square, privileging positive self-presentation and negative other-presentation. In the social
practice layer, this rhetorical strategy can erode pluralistic norms by framing dissent or political opposition as illegitimate, which in
turn fosters a climate in which compromise is politically costly or even framed as betrayal.

Third, the integration of religious-nationalist signifiers—notably “one nation under God” and the benediction in Lines 72—78, 116—
118—strengthens the symbolic fusion of civic identity with a particular theological worldview. While such language can unify those
who share the embedded values, it risks marginalizing religious minorities and secular citizens, subtly narrowing the imagined
boundaries of the national community. This aligns with Wodak’s observations on the discursive construction of national identity,
where selective invocation of tradition reinforces majoritarian narratives.

Fourth, the genre hybridization identified earlie—merging ceremonial inaugurals with campaign rally tropes such as rapid-fire
policy pledges (Lines 31-35, 46-48) and imperative directives (Lines 19-22)—may recalibrate public expectations for political
ceremony. Fairclough notes that shifts in genre conventions can alter the relationship between institutions and publics; in this case, the
blurring of governance and campaigning risks perpetuating a permanent campaign mode, where symbolic performance overshadows
deliberative governance.

Finally, the address’s intensified modality and anaphoric pledge structure (“we will... we will... ) not only constructs certainty and
inevitability in the textual dimension but also invites citizens into a performative contract of collective action. While such rhetorical
strategies can be mobilizing, they also concentrate interpretive authority in the figure of the leader, subtly reinforcing vertical rather
than horizontal models of political agency.

Taken together, these patterns suggest that the speech contributes to a reconfiguration of American political culture in which populist,
crisis-oriented, and religious-nationalist discourses are further normalized at the apex of institutional politics. For CDA, this case
underscores how ceremonial speech acts can function as both mirrors and engines of ideological transformation, reshaping the
discursive boundaries of what is sayable, thinkable, and politically legitimate in a democratic society.

5.6 Implications for CDA and Political Communication (Conclusion)

This critical discourse analysis of Donald Trump’s 2025 inaugural address demonstrates how ceremonial political speech can serve as
a potent vehicle for ideological reinforcement, identity construction, and political mobilization. Through the lens of Fairclough’s
three-dimensional framework, the address reveals a dense layering of textual, discursive, and socio-political features: populist in-
group/out-group framing, religious-nationalist discourse, securitized crisis metaphors, and campaign-style rhetorical devices
embedded in a traditionally unifying genre.

This publication is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY.
10.29322/1JSRP.15.09.2025.p16507 WWww.ijsrp.org


http://ijsrp.org/

International Journal of Scientific and Research Publications, Volume 15, Issue 9, September 2025 68
ISSN 2250-3153

At the textual level, the prevalence of high-modality constructions (“we will...”) and adversarial lexical choices (“invasion,”
“emergency,” “corrupt”) fosters a sense of urgency and inevitability, consolidating the leader’s position as the sole guarantor of
national restoration.

At the discursive practice level, the speech’s hybridization of inaugural and campaign genres reflects a shift in political
communication norms, where ceremonial occasions are repurposed for partisan mobilization. This blurring aligns with broader trends
in global populist rhetoric, which erode the boundary between governance and perpetual campaigning.

At the social practice level, the normalization of crisis framing and majoritarian religious-nationalist narratives redefines the symbolic
boundaries of citizenship, potentially narrowing inclusivity in the imagined national community. By foregrounding a selective vision
of “the people,” the discourse both reflects and reinforces existing socio-political polarization.

For Critical Discourse Analysis, this case underscores the value of integrating fine-grained linguistic analysis with broader socio-
historical context, enabling researchers to trace how specific lexical, syntactic, and rhetorical choices link to larger ideological
projects. For Political Communication, the findings highlight the strategic instrumentalization of ceremonial speech as a platform for
ideological consolidation, base activation, and the reframing of political norms.

Ultimately, the Trump 2025 inaugural address illustrates that inaugural rhetoric — far from being a static, formulaic genre — is a
dynamic site where power, identity, and ideology are actively negotiated. CDA offers a robust methodological toolkit for revealing

these processes, making it indispensable for understanding the evolving landscape of democratic discourse in an era of heightened
populism and polarized politics.
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