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Abstract 

The research subject on the topic of Political Influence on the International Criminal Court is defined as an analysis of the role of 

political factors in the functionality, independence and effectiveness of the International Criminal Court (ICC). The research included 

the study of the interrelationships between political actors, such as member states, international organizations and other key entities, 

and their interaction with the judicial processes and decision-making within the ICC. 
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I. Introduction 

Some of the key aspects covered by the research subject include: 

Political pressure on indictments and trials – Examining how political interests and relations between states can influence the 

decisions made by the court, particularly regarding the selection of cases to be prosecuted, i.e. whether and how certain leaders or 

states are favored or neglected in the trial process. 

Politically motivated obstruction – An analysis of cases in which states have attempted to obstruct the work of the ICC, whether 

through non-cooperation with the court, withdrawal of support or even withdrawal from the Rome Statute (the basic act establishing 

the ICC). 

Selection and impartiality of judges – An examination of how political decisions in the selection of judges can affect the 

independence of the judiciary and possible political bias in the delivery of judgments. Great power influence – An examination of 

the extent to which great powers (such as the United States, Russia, China) influence the work of the ICC, given that not all states 

are supporters of the Rome Statute of the Court, and some are actively opposed to its decisions. 

International Community Reaction to Court Decisions – An analysis of the reactions of the international community, as well as the 

reactions of states to ICC judgments, particularly in situations where judgments are perceived to be politically motivated or where 

there is a lack of compliance with judgments. 

The subject of the research can be shaped through quantitative and qualitative analysis of specific cases, legal documents, statements 

of political leaders, as well as the reactions of relevant international bodies. The research could also include an analysis of academic 

positions and theories dealing with topics such as justice, sovereignty and international relations. 

An examination of the perception of political influence on the work and decisions of the International Criminal Court (ICC), by 

collecting the opinions of different social groups through a survey. 
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II. Research Objective 

The objective of the research was to determine whether respondents believe that political factors influence the work of the ICC. 

Geopolitical dimension – An analysis of how the geopolitical situation and relations between member states affect the work of the 

ICC, including potential conflicts between the interests of great powers and smaller countries. 

The aim of this research is to analytically examine the extent to which and how political factors influence the functioning of the 

International Criminal Court (ICC), including its independence, selectivity in case selection, legitimacy in the eyes of the 

international community, and effectiveness in implementing international criminal law. The research seeks to identify specific 

mechanisms of political influence, analyze their consequences for justice and international norms, and offer recommendations for 

limiting political influence and strengthening the institutional resilience of the ICC.  

The scientific and social objectives of the research arise from the research subject. The primary objective of the research relates to 

the research and analysis of the causes and consequences of artificial intelligence in the modern world. Researching the political 

influence on the International Criminal Court (ICC) represents an important and complex framework for analyzing how political 

dynamics, interests of states, and international organizations can shape the work of this court. The ICC, established in 2002 in The 

Hague, plays a key role in prosecuting individuals for the most serious international crimes such as genocide, war crimes, and crimes 

against humanity. However, although the court strives to be impartial and is based on the principles of international law, political 

influences and interstate relations often play a significant role in its function and effectiveness. 

1. Political pressure through the UN Security Council 

One of the main political challenges facing the ICC is the influence of the member states of the UN Security Council. The Security 

Council has the power to refer cases to the ICC, but also to withdraw them. This creates the possibility of political manipulation in 

deciding which cases will be prosecuted and which will not, depending on the interests of major powers. For example, the United 

States, Russia and China, which are permanent members of the Security Council, often use their veto power to prevent investigations 

or trials that could threaten their strategic or political interests. 

2. Relations with non-member states 

Many countries, including the US, Russia and China, are not parties to the Rome Statute, the ICC’s founding treaty. This means that 

they are not bound by its rules and do not recognize its authority. In some cases, these states can act as indirect factors influencing 

the court’s work, by not cooperating with the court or by failing to allow the arrest of suspects accused of international crimes. 

3. Political criticism and accusations of selectivity 

One of the frequent political pressures on the ICC is the accusation that it is selective in its prosecutions, often accusing the court 

of focusing predominantly on African countries. This has been criticized by a number of African leaders, who argue that the ICC 

does not try Western states equally. Such criticism can undermine the court’s legitimacy in certain parts of the world, even though 

the ICC claims to act according to strict legal principles. 

4. Impact on international relations and diplomacy 

Political influence on the ICC is also reflected in its relations with states, which may use diplomatic channels to influence the course 

of an investigation or trial. For example, high-level diplomatic negotiations and pressures may result in the withdrawal of 

indictments, the postponement of trial dates, or even political decisions that affect judicial independence. 

5. Evolution and challenges in the application of law 
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The International Criminal Court faces ongoing challenges in the implementation of international law, as many international 

instruments, including the Rome Statute, leave room for political interpretation and control. This includes the question of what 

constitutes “systemic” or “global” crimes that merit prosecution. For example, international pressures may result in some violations 

of international law being considered “security issues” rather than crimes that should be prosecuted before the court. 

6. Political pressures within international organizations 

Decision-makers in international organizations such as the European Union, the African Union, and others can politically influence 

the ICC through their positions and by encouraging or preventing certain decisions. Also, different international organizations may 

have different interests when it comes to the politics of international relations, which may affect the prioritization of certain cases 

before the ICC. 

Main Hypothesis (H0): The more significant the political influence of major powers on the work of the International Criminal Court, 

the more its work is manifested through a selective selection of cases to be processed 

Subsidiary Hypothesis (H1): There is a statistically significant positive correlation between the political power of a particular state 

and the frequency of pressure exerted on the ICC regarding investigations and indictments. 

Subsidiary Hypothesis (H2): Political alliances, such as NATO and the European Union, have a significant influence on the decisions 

of the ICC regarding the initiation of criminal proceedings against individual actors. 

Subsidiary Hypothesis (H3): If media pressure is motivated by the interests of politically powerful states, the greater the influence 

on the course and outcome of individual proceedings before the International Criminal Court. 

III. Research Methods 

This study applied quantitative methods to empirically examine the perceptions and attitudes of relevant stakeholders regarding 

political influence on the work of the International Criminal Court. The primary instrument for data collection was a closed-ended 

questionnaire, composed of predefined questions with suggested answers, which enabled a standardized measurement of 

respondents' attitudes and facilitated statistical data processing. The sample included experts in the field of international law, 

diplomats, researchers and other relevant stakeholders, selected using a purposive sampling method. The empirical research that 

dealt with the topic of the influence of politics on the work of the International Criminal Court (ICC) was very complex, as it was 

necessary to analyze how political decisions, pressures and interests of member states affect judicial processes, decision-making 

and the general work of the court. Descriptive statistics, cross-tabulation, chi-square test and symmetrical measures are the statistical 

techniques that we used in the analysis of data on this research question. 

Descriptive statistics are used to organize and summarize data, as well as to provide basic insight into the underlying characteristics 

of the data. In the research on the impact of politics on the work of the ICC, descriptive statistics, cross-tabulation, a technique that 

allows for the analysis of the relationship between two or more categorical variables, was applied. Cross-tabulation provided a clear 

picture of how different variables are related to each other and provided a deeper understanding of the relationship. We used the chi-

square test to test for statistical significance between two categorical variables. In this context, this test was useful for checking 

whether there was a statistically significant association between certain political factors and the decisions of the ICC. Through the 

use of the chi-square test, we confirmed whether there were statistically significant patterns that support the theory that politics has 

a direct impact on the work of the ICC. We used symmetrical measures, such as Pearson's R and Spearman's rho, to assess the 

strength and direction of the association between two ranked variables. 

By combining these statistical techniques, the research provided a deep understanding of how politics influences the work of the 

ICC. Descriptive statistics provide a basic overview, cross-tabulation allows for the analysis of relationships between variables, the 
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chi-square test helps test statistical significance, and symmetric measures help measure correlations among ranked data. Each of 

these techniques can contribute to a broader understanding of the dynamics between politics and justice on the international stage. 

Scientific and social relevance of the research 

The scientific contribution of research on the political influence on the International Criminal Court is crucial for understanding the 

challenges in achieving global justice. Political pressures can shape and limit the scope of the court’s work, leading to serious 

questions about its independence, effectiveness and the trust of the international community. While the ICC remains the most 

important institution in the fight against impunity for international crimes, its work is deeply rooted in a constantly changing political 

environment. Empirical research on the political influence on the International Criminal Court (ICC) has significant social relevance 

because it helps to understand how political factors shape the work and effectiveness of this court, which plays a key role in 

international justice, human rights and the fight against impunity. Here are some key aspects of the social relevance of this research: 

1. Transparency and legitimacy of the International Criminal Court 

Empirical research can help to understand how political pressures or geopolitical factors influence the Court’s decisions. For 

example, research can show whether certain states (or groups of states) are able to manipulate the proceedings or use the trial as a 

tool for political pressure. This research contributes to strengthening the transparency and, therefore, the legitimacy of the ICC, as 

it allows for a better understanding of how and why the court reaches its decisions. 

2. The impact of international relations on justice 

Although the ICC is founded on principles of justice, it often faces criticism for alleged political involvement, such as selectivity in 

prosecutions. Empirical research can show to what extent international relations, such as alliances between states or geopolitical 

tensions, shape judicial practice. This is particularly important in the context of assessing whether all suspects are treated equally or 

whether the influence of more powerful states in international politics is excessive. 

3. Promoting international norms and human rights 

Understanding the policies of the ICC through empirical research helps shape better international policies that protect human rights 

and promote justice globally. Such research can indicate the extent to which the policies of major powers influence the court’s 

activities, which can be crucial for improving the international human rights system and increasing the accountability of international 

actors. 

4. Supporting reforms and improvements in the functioning of the court 

In the run-up to key reforms or policy decisions that may affect the work of the ICC, empirical research can provide data that helps 

inform decision-making. This research allows for the analysis of potential problems in the functioning of the court and the 

identification of areas where reform is needed to reduce political manipulation and increase the efficiency of judicial processes. 

 

5. Education and awareness-raising 

Through empirical research, the general public, academics, journalists and politicians can gain a deeper understanding of the ICC’s 

operations and its challenges. By addressing issues such as political influence in a transparent and informed manner, research can 

contribute to strengthening international justice, education and understanding of the court’s importance in preventing international 

crimes. 

6. Social consequences of political influence 

http://ijsrp.org/


International Journal of Scientific and Research Publications, Volume 15, Issue 7, July 2025              5 

ISSN 2250-3153   

  This publication is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY. 

10.29322/IJSRP.15.07.2025.p16302    www.ijsrp.org 

Empirical research can reveal negative social consequences if the ICC is too susceptible to political influence, such as a decline in 

trust in justice or a reduction in international engagement in war crimes issues. This can also affect the decisions of victims of crimes 

to seek justice, thereby reducing the court’s effectiveness and its role in social change. 

All hypotheses set out in this doctoral dissertation have been confirmed. 

IV. Recommendations 

Overcoming political influence on the International Criminal Court (ICC) is a challenge, given that international courts are subject 

to various political interests and influences, which can undermine their impartiality and effectiveness. The ICC faces accusations of 

being politically motivated and influenced by major powers. Recommendations to reduce political influence include: 

ICC judges should be as independent as possible from political influence. This means that the process of selecting judges should be 

more transparent and based on merit, rather than the political interests of member states. Judges should also have longer terms to 

reduce external pressures. One way to reduce political influence is to ensure the court’s financial independence. This involves 

diversifying funding sources to prevent major contributors from having too much influence over judicial processes. 

To overcome political influence, the ICC needs to strengthen international support. Transparency in the work of the ICC can help 

reduce political influence. Regular reporting on the progress of cases, the issuance of judgments and the conduct of investigations 

helps to maintain public trust and reduces the scope for manipulation. Developing greater cooperation with other international 

organizations, such as the UN, the EU, and African and Asian organizations, can help to balance political influence. The involvement 

of these bodies can contribute to strengthening the non-political aspect of the ICC. Providing protection mechanisms for judges, 

prosecutors and other key actors in the process can reduce the possibility of political pressure. This includes protection from threats 

and ensuring that judges are not obstructed for political reasons. 
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