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Abstract 

This study explores the socio-economic factors influencing education in Kasozi village, Kagadi District, Uganda, and identifies 

community-based strategies for improving literacy and educational outcomes. Using a qualitative research design, the study employed 

semi-structured interviews, focus group discussions (FGDs), and observational visits to collect data from key stakeholders, including 

community members, local leaders, teachers, parents, health professionals, and NGO representatives. A purposive sampling technique 

was used to select 40 participants, ensuring diverse representation across gender, age, occupation, and community roles. The participants 

included 10 community members, 5 local leaders, 6 teachers, 6 parents, 4 health professionals, and 3 NGO representatives. The findings 

reveal that poverty, gender inequality, cultural practices, and inadequate school infrastructure are significant barriers to education in the 

village. Poverty forces many children, particularly girls, to drop out of school due to financial constraints, while gendered cultural norms 

and early marriages disproportionately affect girls' education. Additionally, the lack of sufficient school facilities, teaching materials, 

and trained teachers exacerbates the educational challenges. Despite these barriers, the study identifies community-based strategies that 

can enhance education, such as increased community involvement in school management, awareness campaigns, and interventions 

targeting gender disparities. Local leaders, teachers, and NGOs play a vital role in driving educational improvements through 

collaborative efforts. The study suggests that overcoming socio-economic challenges in Kasozi village is achievable, with potential 

applications for other rural communities facing similar obstacles. The findings contribute to a broader understanding of rural education 

in Uganda and offer practical recommendations for improving literacy outcomes through community-driven initiatives. 
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Introduction 

Kasozi village, located in Kagadi District, Uganda, faces significant challenges in improving literacy levels. Education is seen as the 

key to unlocking economic opportunities, reducing dependency on agriculture, and contributing to the overall development of the village. 

However, socio-economic factors, such as poverty, early marriages, gender inequality, and lack of resources, create substantial barriers 

to achieving high literacy rates. This article explores the socio-economic factors impacting literacy in Kasozi village and highlights 

community-based approaches and strategies that could improve educational outcomes. 

Background 

Education is widely recognized as a fundamental human right and a key driver of socio-economic development globally. The United 

Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4 emphasizes the need for inclusive, equitable, and quality education for all, as 

well as the promotion of lifelong learning opportunities (United Nations, 2020). In many parts of the world, particularly in developing 

countries, education is still a major challenge due to factors such as poverty, inequality, inadequate infrastructure, and cultural norms 

that prioritize other responsibilities over schooling (UNESCO, 2021; Akinyi, 2020). In Sub-Saharan Africa, the educational landscape 

is often marred by high illiteracy rates, especially in rural areas, where access to quality education remains limited. According to 

UNESCO, approximately 20% of the adult population in Sub-Saharan Africa is illiterate, and many children do not complete primary 

education due to socio-economic factors (Kasule & Nabirye, 2022; Ssekamwa et al., 2023). These challenges are compounded by the 
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region’s rapidly growing population, making the task of providing adequate education even more difficult (UNICEF, 2021; Muwanga, 

2023). 

In Uganda, education has been a priority for the government since the 1990s when the Universal Primary Education (UPE) policy was 

implemented in 1997. Despite this progress, access to education remains unequal, especially in rural areas where poverty, gender 

discrimination, and traditional practices hinder children’s ability to attend school consistently (Kisekka & Mwenda, 2022; Tibachirungu, 

2023). While enrolment in primary schools has increased, the quality of education remains a significant challenge, with overcrowded 

classrooms, poorly trained teachers, and limited teaching materials (Kayondo, 2023; Zuberi, 2024). The Ugandan government has made 

significant strides in improving literacy and education rates, but challenges persist. As of the most recent data, literacy rates in Uganda 

stand at 73% for adults and 78% for youth aged 15-24 (Kityo & Kizza, 2023; Muwanga, 2023). However, rural areas, particularly in 

districts like Kagadi, face higher barriers to educational attainment due to poor infrastructure, limited access to resources, and social 

factors that prevent children, especially girls, from attending school (Okumu & Othman, 2022; Amondong, 2023). 

Kasozi village, located in Kagadi District in the Western region of Uganda, reflects many of the national challenges in education. The 

village is predominantly agricultural, with a significant proportion of the population relying on subsistence farming (Ndugwa & Nkahe, 

2024). Poverty rates in the region are high, and many families struggle to afford basic necessities, including school fees, uniforms, and 

scholastic materials. These financial constraints make it difficult for children to consistently attend school or complete their education 

(Kayondo, 2023; Kasule & Nabirye, 2022). Kasozi village also faces cultural challenges that hinder educational progress, particularly 

for girls. Early marriage is a common practice in the village, with many girls being married off before completing their primary or 

secondary education. This practice is deeply rooted in traditional gender norms, where girls are often seen as caregivers and homemakers 

rather than future contributors to the workforce or community development (Rugamba, 2022; Kasule & Nabirye, 2022). 

The local educational infrastructure is underdeveloped, with many schools facing overcrowded classrooms and a shortage of qualified 

teachers. As a result, the quality of education in Kasozi is compromised, leading to low literacy rates and high dropout rates, especially 

among girls. The community, while recognizing the importance of education, is often unable to overcome these barriers without external 

support and intervention (Basinger & Kiggundu, 2022; Muwanga, 2023). The global and national education landscape reveals significant 

progress in increasing access to education, particularly in rural areas of Uganda. However, substantial socio-economic barriers, including 

poverty, gender inequality, and cultural practices, continue to impede educational outcomes. In Kasozi village, these challenges are 

further compounded by a lack of resources, underdeveloped infrastructure, and limited community engagement (Zuberi, 2024; 

Nyongore, 2023). Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive, community-based approach that involves both local and 

external efforts to improve access to and quality of education, particularly for marginalized groups such as girls (Ndugwa & Nkahe, 

2024; Basinger & Kiggundu, 2022). 

Literature Review 

Education in rural areas of Sub-Saharan Africa, including Uganda, faces numerous socio-economic challenges that impede literacy 

improvement. These challenges are often deeply rooted in poverty, cultural practices, and systemic issues related to access and quality 

of education. A significant body of literature highlights how socio-economic factors such as poverty, gender inequality, cultural beliefs, 

and inadequate infrastructure have adverse effects on educational outcomes in rural communities. 

Poverty is one of the most pervasive barriers to education in rural Uganda. According to Akyeampong (2009), children in impoverished 

households are often forced to work or stay home due to the inability to pay for school fees, uniforms, and other educational materials. 

In the case of Kasozi village, this financial strain often leads to high dropout rates, particularly among girls. A study by Yates (2012) 

notes that children from lower-income families have less access to the resources needed for effective learning, such as books, 

extracurricular activities, and transportation, which further marginalizes them in the education system. This situation creates a vicious 

cycle, where lack of education perpetuates poverty, and poverty prevents access to education. 

Gender inequality is another major factor hindering educational progress in rural Uganda. The Ugandan education system has made 

strides in increasing enrolment rates, but cultural practices still strongly influence who attends school. Girls, particularly in rural areas, 

face significant barriers to education. According to Lewin (2007), patriarchal beliefs often prioritize boys' education, while girls are 

expected to take on domestic roles or are married off at a young age, thereby curtailing their educational prospects. A report by the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO, 2017) indicates that early marriage and teenage pregnancy 

are among the leading causes of female school dropout in rural Uganda. In Kasozi village, early marriages and gender bias in the 

community have led to a marked difference in the educational attainment of boys and girls, with girls disproportionately affected by 

cultural norms that limit their educational opportunities. 

Inadequate school infrastructure and resources are persistent challenges faced by rural schools in Uganda. Oketch et al. (2010) argue 

that large class sizes, poor-quality school buildings, and insufficient learning materials significantly affect the quality of education. In 
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rural areas like Kasozi village, the lack of teaching aids, textbooks, and the presence of poorly trained teachers exacerbate the educational 

challenges. Additionally, poor road networks, limited electricity, and inadequate sanitation facilities make it difficult for children to 

attend school regularly or for teachers to provide quality instruction. A study by Kuteesa (2013) highlights how the absence of basic 

amenities, such as classrooms and teaching materials, can result in high dropout rates and lower academic performance. 

Community involvement has been widely recognized as a crucial factor in improving educational outcomes in rural settings. Studies 

such as those by Bryan and Burstein (2020) emphasize that when communities take ownership of educational initiatives, they are more 

likely to see improvements in school attendance and performance. In Uganda, local governments, community leaders, and non-

governmental organizations (NGOs) have been instrumental in implementing community-based interventions aimed at improving 

literacy. According to a report by the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF, 2015), successful community-driven education 

programs focus on addressing local needs, such as providing school supplies, organizing awareness campaigns, and promoting gender 

equity in education. Such initiatives have been shown to increase enrollment and retention rates in rural areas. In Kasozi village, the 

involvement of local leaders, teachers, and NGOs in addressing socio-economic barriers to education is crucial to ensuring that children 

from disadvantaged backgrounds have access to learning opportunities. 

The literature highlights a complex interplay of factors that hinder education in rural areas like Kasozi village. Socio-economic 

constraints, gender inequality, inadequate infrastructure, and cultural beliefs all play critical roles in shaping educational outcomes. 

However, research also underscores the potential of community-based approaches and the involvement of local stakeholders in 

overcoming these barriers. Interventions that address financial, cultural, and infrastructural challenges, while fostering community 

participation, hold promise for improving literacy and educational outcomes in rural Uganda. This study aims to contribute to this body 

of knowledge by exploring how community-driven strategies in Kasozi village can help improve literacy and educational achievement. 

Methodology 

Data collection methods, tools, sampling techniques and Data analysis 

This study employed a qualitative research design to explore the socio-economic factors influencing education in Kasozi village, Kagadi 

District, and to identify community-based strategies for improving literacy and educational outcomes. A descriptive case study approach 

was adopted, which allowed for a detailed examination of the specific challenges and opportunities related to education in the village. 

The study was conducted over six weeks, involving semi-structured interviews, focus group discussions (FGDs), observational visits, 

and document reviews to gather rich, contextual data. Participants were selected using purposive sampling to ensure a range of 

perspectives, including community members, local leaders, teachers, parents, health professionals, and NGO representatives. These 

participants provided insights into the socio-economic barriers to education, including poverty, gender inequality, early marriages, 

cultural practices, and lack of resources, as well as potential strategies for addressing these challenges. 

The data collected were analyzed using thematic analysis, with key themes identified around socio-economic barriers, community 

attitudes toward education, and strategies for improvement. The analysis involved familiarizing with the data, coding the key themes, 

grouping them into broader categories, and interpreting the findings in the context of existing literature on rural education in Uganda 

and Sub-Saharan Africa. This approach ensured a comprehensive understanding of the educational landscape in Kasozi village, 

highlighting the interplay between socio-economic factors and the local education system, and contributing to the development of 

effective, community-based strategies for improving literacy and educational outcomes. 

Ethical Considerations 

Ethical approval for the study was obtained from the relevant local authorities. Participants were informed about the purpose of the 

study, and their consent was obtained before data collection. Confidentiality and anonymity were ensured, and participants were assured 

that their involvement was voluntary, with the option to withdraw at any time without penalty. 

Findings  

Importance of Education for Children in Kasozi Village 

Interviews with community members in Kasozi village reveal that education is considered the gateway to economic growth and 

prosperity. Educated children are seen as the future of the village, offering potential not only in securing jobs locally but also in urban 

areas, thus reducing the village's reliance on unpredictable agriculture. Moreover, an educated youth population can introduce modern 

farming methods and improve local healthcare systems, directly contributing to sustainable development. 
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As a local District Councilor explained: 

"Education in this village is crucial because it is the pathway to economic improvement. If our children are educated, they will be able 

to secure employment, not just here but also in other towns or cities. This will reduce the dependency on agriculture, which is sometimes 

unpredictable. It is also a means of sustainable development, as educated children will bring new knowledge that will help the village 

progress." 

Education is viewed not just as a way of improving individual lives but as a catalyst for community-wide transformation, fostering a 

brighter and more prosperous future. 

Main Socio-Economic Factors to Education 

Despite the acknowledged importance of education, the socio-economic barriers in Kasozi village are significant. Poverty is the primary 

obstacle, as many families live below the poverty line, making it difficult to afford school fees, uniforms, and other essential items. This 

financial strain often forces children to drop out of school or prevents them from attending in the first place. 

Early marriage, particularly among girls, is another critical issue. In Kasozi, when girls marry young, they are expected to assume 

domestic roles, which leads to the abandonment of their education. This cultural practice disproportionately affects girls' educational 

attainment, contributing to high dropout rates and gender inequality in education. A local Epicenter Manager observed: 

"The biggest challenge we face is poverty. Most families in our village live below the poverty line, which means they struggle to pay for 

even the basic things like school fees and uniforms. This financial strain makes it difficult for children to continue their studies. 

Additionally, early marriages are a significant issue, especially for girls. When girls marry early, they have children of their own, and 

their education is abandoned in favor of domestic duties." 

Furthermore, parental education plays a vital role in influencing children's attendance. Many parents in Kasozi are uneducated 

themselves and do not fully understand the long-term benefits of schooling. As a result, they are less likely to encourage their children 

to attend school regularly, perpetuating a cycle of educational disadvantage. 

Cultural Practices and Their Impact on Education 

Cultural attitudes towards gender roles significantly affect educational opportunities in Kasozi village. Many families prioritize boys’ 

education, believing that boys will become the primary breadwinners. In contrast, girls are often kept at home to help with chores or are 

married off early, curtailing their educational prospects. This gender bias in education needs to be addressed to ensure both boys and 

girls have equal access to learning opportunities. 

A senior woman teacher at Kasimbi Primary School shared her thoughts: 

"Cultural practices play a huge role in hindering education, particularly for girls. Many families believe that educating boys is more 

important because they’re expected to be the breadwinners. Girls, on the other hand, are often kept at home to help with household 

chores or are married off early. It’s a mindset that we’ve been struggling with for years. We need to change the perception that girls 

should only stay home. Educating girls is just as important as educating boys." 

Changing these cultural perceptions is crucial for fostering an inclusive educational environment in Kasozi village. 

Lack of Resources in Local Schools 

The local schools in Kasozi village suffer from severe under-resourcing. Private schools, in particular, are faced with overcrowded 

classrooms, making it difficult for teachers to provide individual attention to students. The shortage of teachers and inadequate classroom 

conditions, including lack of proper seating and desks, further impede the learning experience. 

A medical doctor at Kasimbi Health Centre III noted: 

"Our schools are severely under-resourced. In many cases, there aren’t enough teachers, particularly in the private schools. Teachers 

are overwhelmed with large class sizes and are often unable to give each student the attention they need. Classrooms are also in poor 

condition—many don’t have proper seating, some don’t have enough desks, and the buildings are run-down. Without proper facilities, 

learning becomes difficult, and the students’ motivation to learn drops." 
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Improving the physical infrastructure of schools and providing adequate teaching materials is essential for enhancing literacy and 

academic performance in Kasozi. 

Strategies to Enhance Community Support for Education 

To improve education in Kasozi village, a strong community-based approach is essential. Community awareness campaigns can help 

shift attitudes about the value of education, particularly among parents who may not fully understand its long-term benefits. Programs 

that educate parents about the importance of education can encourage them to invest in their children's schooling. 

Adult literacy programs are another important strategy. These programs help parents learn to read and write, empowering them to support 

their children's education and break the cycle of illiteracy. A local community leader emphasized: 

"One of the ways we can improve education is through community awareness campaigns. Many parents in our village don’t fully 

understand the importance of education. We need to educate the parents about the long-term benefits of schooling for their children. 

Additionally, adult education programs are very important. Parents who can’t read or write will struggle to help their children with 

their studies." 

Additionally, local leaders and schools should advocate for the creation of by-laws that enforce compulsory school attendance. Positive 

incentives, such as scholarships for families with consistent school attendance, can also motivate both students and parents. 

Government and NGO Support for Education 

The role of government and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) is critical in supporting education in rural areas. The government 

can help by constructing more schools, particularly in remote areas, and reducing the financial burden of education through subsidies. 

NGOs can contribute by providing essential resources such as books, uniforms, and teaching materials, as well as special services for 

children with disabilities. 

A local village leader pointed out: 

"The government has a significant role to play in providing support to rural areas like ours. More government-funded schools need to 

be built here to make education more accessible. In many cases, schools are located far from where families live, which discourages 

attendance. NGOs can also help by providing resources, such as scholastic materials and special education services for children with 

disabilities." 

These efforts will help bridge the gap between urban and rural education opportunities, ensuring that no child is left behind. 

Discussion 

The findings of this study highlight several socio-economic factors that significantly affect education in Kasozi village, Kagadi District, 

and align with existing literature on rural education challenges in Sub-Saharan Africa. The most prominent socio-economic barrier 

identified was poverty, which restricts access to essential educational resources such as uniforms, textbooks, and transportation. This 

financial strain often leads to high dropout rates, particularly among girls. As noted in previous studies (Sperling & Winthrop, 2016), 

families living below the poverty line prioritize immediate survival over long-term investments like education, which results in children 

being kept out of school to contribute to household chores or to work. The impact of this financial constraint is compounded by the low 

level of parental education, where parents, many of whom did not attend school themselves, fail to fully appreciate the value of education. 

This lack of awareness creates a cycle of undereducation, which perpetuates the community’s socio-economic challenges. 

Another significant finding of this study was the deep-rooted cultural practices that prioritize boys' education over girls'. This aligns 

with broader gender inequalities observed in rural communities across Uganda and Sub-Saharan Africa (Lewin, 2007). In Kasozi village, 

girls are often married off early, and their educational aspirations are sidelined in favor of domestic roles. Such cultural beliefs have 

resulted in a higher dropout rate for girls, especially those who are married young. Addressing these cultural barriers is essential, as 

educating girls is key not only for their personal development but also for the socio-economic progress of the community at large. The 

negative impact of early marriages on girls' education was also highlighted in the study, where girls’ potential to complete their education 

is curtailed by domestic responsibilities and cultural expectations. 

Furthermore, the study found that inadequate school resources and poor infrastructure are major obstacles to education in Kasozi village. 

Large class sizes, limited teaching materials, and deteriorating school buildings create an environment that hinders effective learning. 
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This finding mirrors research on the state of rural education in Uganda (Oketch et al., 2010) and other parts of Sub-Saharan Africa, 

where lack of resources results in poor academic outcomes. Additionally, the high teacher-student ratio and the absence of essential 

educational tools affect the quality of instruction, making it difficult for students to remain motivated or to achieve desired learning 

outcomes. 

Community involvement is identified as a crucial factor in improving educational outcomes in Kasozi village. The study emphasizes 

the importance of local initiatives such as awareness campaigns and adult literacy programs. These community-driven efforts can shift 

local attitudes toward education, particularly in overcoming gender biases and promoting the value of schooling for all children. Studies 

(Bryan & Burstein, 2020) support this approach, highlighting that when communities take ownership of educational initiatives, they 

tend to produce better outcomes. This research also underscores the importance of government and NGO involvement in providing 

essential resources and services to rural areas. Government initiatives such as infrastructure development, provision of school materials, 

and subsidies for disadvantaged families are crucial in making education more accessible, as are the contributions of NGOs in providing 

support for vulnerable children, including those with disabilities. 

Finally, the study confirms that a multi-faceted approach involving the government, NGOs, and local communities is essential to 

overcoming the barriers to education in Kasozi village. The findings suggest that the implementation of targeted financial assistance 

programs, expansion of adult literacy classes, and greater community engagement in school attendance initiatives would help address 

the socio-economic challenges hindering educational progress. The need for more teachers and improved school infrastructure is urgent, 

as is the necessity for cultural shifts to ensure that all children, regardless of gender, have equal opportunities to succeed in education. 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are proposed to enhance literacy in Kasozi village: 

The government should invest in building more schools, especially in rural areas, and subsidize educational costs to reduce the financial 

burden on families. 

These programs will empower parents and improve their ability to support their children's education, fostering greater community 

engagement 

Launch campaigns that challenge gender norms and emphasize the importance of education for both boys and girls. 

Introduce scholarships or other rewards for families who consistently send their children to school. 

Enhance the physical conditions of schools by providing proper seating, classrooms, and teaching materials. 

Develop programs to address early marriages and provide alternative opportunities for girls, ensuring equal access to education for all 

children. 

Conclusion 

The socio-economic factors in Kasozi village, including poverty, gender inequality, cultural practices, and inadequate school resources, 

significantly hinder educational progress. However, through community-based approaches, such as awareness campaigns, adult literacy 

programs, and government and NGO support, significant improvements can be made. Ensuring that all children, regardless of gender or 

socio-economic background, have access to quality education is essential for the future of Kasozi village. By addressing these challenges 

collectively, the village can build a stronger, more educated population that contributes to the overall development and prosperity of the 

community. 
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