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Abstract- Teaching English as a second language to primary school pupils is not easy. This study aims to investigate whether Year 1
pupils exposed to the use of English songs in the class would experience a change in vocabulary competence. To fulfil this purpose, 24
Year 1 samples were selected from a primary school located in Simunjan, Sarawak. The participants were examined through a pretest, post-test and semi-structured interviews. The pre-test and post-test were designed and developed according to the songs which
had been chosen to teach the target vocabulary by the researcher. Data was gathered through documents and interviews. Results
showed that the pupils experienced an improvement in their vocabulary. Using English songs to improve the vocabulary among Year
1 pupils is indeed an interesting and effective method. Proper implementation and song selections would contribute to pupils
improvement in acquiring new vocabulary effectively.
Index Terms- English songs, vocabulary, improve

I. INTRODUCTION

I

n Malaysia, English language becomes the second language that has a vital role to the development of the country. The use of the
language has been introduced to all level of education in Malaysia. Mastering English language is an important value for students to
have. Teaching English especially to pupils is indeed a challenging task to do. Pupils sometimes face some difficulties in acquiring
English as their second language. It is clearly emphasized in the Malaysia Education Blueprint (2013 – 2025) that vocabulary is one of
the crucial aspects to be developed among learners. Therefore, teachers should be creative in selecting pedagogical tool in teaching
English for their pupils.
Vocabulary is the basic unit of a language. According to Ika Devi (2019), the basic of vocabulary is emphasized in primary school.
Through the mastery of vocabulary, pupils will be able to communicate and convey their messages effectively. This can also be
supported by Schmitt (2008) by saying vocabulary is an important component in language mastery. However, many pupils face
difficulties when they communicate in English due to lack of English vocabulary especially when it involves complicated words.
Pupils could not comprehend the meaning of words due to their limited mastery of vocabulary. This issue can be supported by
Alqahtani (2015) which stated that some researchers have shown that second language learners rely heavily on vocabulary knowledge
and it is the largest obstacle for learners to overcome. Having limited vocabulary is a barrier that prevents pupils from learning the
language. With a wide range of vocabulary, pupils will be able to express their opinions or thoughts conveniently. Low vocabulary
mastery will make pupils unable to express their communicative in English.
Teaching English in primary school aims to encourage pupils to be confident in using the language in their daily communication.
Language is an important tool for people to communicate or interact with one another. Richards and Schmidt (2011), stated that
people use language to give and receive information and exchange ideas among them. In education context, language is used to
develop pupils’ communicative competence in speaking form. Moreover, in Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR)
lesson in Level 1, it is clearly highlighted that the vocabulary are introduced in each topic with songs.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW
The use of English songs in the teaching and learning process have been experimented and used by researchers from various levels to
improve pupils’ vocabulary. The vast majority of pupils do not have the opportunity to interact in English due to several limitations
such as their environments at home and school which lead to the language is not meaningful. This study was carried out to find out the
effects of using English songs in improving pupils’ vocabulary by incorporating musical intelligence. In mastering a language, it is
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crucial for the learner to acquire the vocabulary. It is known that vocabulary is vital in learning of language particularly of a second
language as in our country.
In acquiring vocabulary, there are numerous strategies have been introduced in order to master the target language. The use of English
songs has been used in various level education namely primary schools, secondary schools and tertiary education. Teachers have an
immense role in ensuring the pupils could enrich their vocabulary through the strategies applied in the classroom. The selection of
words to be introduced in every lesson is crucial in teaching and learning vocabulary. This statement is supported by Kurniawan
(2009) which said that words chosen should be advantageous for students. This means, the input needs to convey meaning and be
comprehensible so that those words will be meaningful to the pupils.
It has been proved that the use of English songs is indeed effective in improving pupils’ vocabulary based on several past researches
which can be related to this study. A study by Ika Devi (2019) on the implementation of English songs to increase first grade pupils’
vocabulary has shown that it is a stress-free activity which left positive impact on the pupils as they could memorize vocabulary due to
the nature of songs. Songs consisted special rhythm that stimulates brain to catch the lyrics. Therefore, pupils could learn new
vocabulary through the integration of songs in the lesson. Based on the study carried out by the researcher, the selection of songs is
very important to ensure words in the lyrics are appropriate for the level of pupils.
Teachers’ views on the use of English songs is important as well as teachers are the ones who will apply the strategy on their pupils. A
local survey study was carried out by Tse (2015) on Malaysian Teacher’s Perspectives on Using Songs in Language Teaching. The
result depicted that Malaysian teachers had difficulties in selecting songs. However, songs can become useful sources to assist
language learning and acquisition if teachers possess the strategies in using them. The findings from this study revealed that teachers
agreed on the potential of using songs in teaching ESL to young children.
In short, the use of English songs is one of the strategies in improving pupils’ vocabulary by mean pupils could comprehend the words
they have learned in the lesson. Various studies have been carried out in the past showed that, there are potentials of using songs in
teaching English as a second language.

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
1. Research Design
The research design is a quantitative study which utilized the case study approach. A case study research design is a process or record
of research into the development of a particular situation over a period of time.
2. Sampling
The participants of this study were selected through purposive sampling in which several criteria were taken into accounts before
conducting the study. Creswell (2014) stated that, when individuals are not randomly assigned, the procedure is called quasiexperiment. These participants were taken from one class which was Year 1A. According to Cavana et al. (2001) as cited by Creswell
(2008), purposive sampling is used to obtain valid data from the respondents or representative sample and to avoid from a biased
sample.
Firstly, all participants were of the same age which was seven years old. Secondly, participants from the class had similar level of
proficiency in English. These two criteria were being considered in selecting the sampling for this study. All of the participants are
experienced a pre-test and post-test.
3. Research Instruments
There are two main instruments used in the study namely pre and post-test and semi-structured interviews.
A) Semi-structured interviews
Interviews was conducted as well in which simple questions were asked to the participants after the lesson. The questions were asked
in the classroom especially towards the end of every lesson in which English songs were used. Through this interview, pupils’
perception on the use of song can be assessed by categorising the feedback given by pupils.
In this study, the researcher adopted simple questionnaires which was to validate the entire study.
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B) Pre and post-test
Students are given the pre-test by the teacher before the introduction of the unit to identify and determine their vocabulary knowledge.
They are given 30 minutes to complete the pre-test.
The students undergo a post-test given by the teacher before the teacher finishes the unit. As in the pre-test, the students are given 30
minutes to complete the post-test.
IV. DATA ANALYSIS
Central tendency of descriptive statistics is selected to analyse the data of pre and post marks using Statistical Package of Social
Sciences (SPSS).
Table 1: Data Analysis
Pupil

Pre-Test

Post-Test

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X

8
2
6
19
15
3
17
20
11
14
5
9
2
19
10
11
11
4
20
12
9
3
16
13

19
14
14
27
25
12
26
27
27
20
10
23
22
27
21
23
20
13
27
20
18
17
26
23

Mean (M)
Standard Deviation (SD)

10.79
5.89

20.87
5.34

Using Statistical Package of Social Sciences (SPSS), the following are the results of this analysis; pre-test, N=24, M=10.79, SD=5.89
and post-test, N=24, M=20.87, SD= 5.34. The results show that the pupils’ scores are more consistent and higher during post-test.
Apart from administering the pre-test and post-test, semi-structured interview sessions were carried out to determine the perceptions
on the use of English songs as a pedagogical tool to improve their vocabulary.
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Table 2: The Interview Transcript

Researcher
Participant A
Researcher
Participant B
Researcher
Participant C
Participant D
Participant E
Participant F
Participant G
Researcher
Participant H
Researcher
Participant I
Researcher
Participant J

: What do you think of today’s lesson?
: The words are (1) easy to learn. I had (2) fun.
: Do you think words in the lyrics are difficult to remember?
: No, I (1) can remember those words.
: Do you love using English songs in the lesson? Why?
: Yes, I (2) love songs. I can (1) learn new words.
: (2) Fun. (2) Not stress.
: (2) Fun and (2) interesting. I’m (2) not sleepy.
: I (2) don’t feel bored.
: I think I (1) know the meaning now. (2) So fun.
: Do you think you can learn new words through songs?
: Hmmm. Yes. I (2) enjoy.
: Which part of the lesson do you love the most?
: Sing. (2) Happy. Many songs every day.
: Do you think you have learned new words?
: Yes, (1) many words. (1) Learn the lyrics meaning.

V. IMPLICATIONS
1. Teachers
This research would help teachers to integrate the use of songs in the lessons as a pedagogical tool. Thus, the use of songs would help
teachers to conduct a fun lesson as pupils would be able to participate actively.
2. Pupils
Pupils’ level of motivation to acquire English vocabulary would incline as the use of songs in the lesson could help to minimise their
anxiety level. These two aspects are crucial in order to ensure a language could be acquired effectively. Furthermore, based on the
Theory of Multiple Intelligences proposed by Gardner (1983), a pupil’s full range of abilities and talents could be captured with the
integration of songs in the lessons. Pupils with high motivation in learning the language can excel in mastering the language.
3. School
This study would help in contributing ideas on methods to be used to improve pupils’ vocabulary. Apart from that, using songs with
pupils gives teachers more opportunity and time for realistic classroom teaching, and allows better and much varied opportunities for
the pupils to practice the new vocabulary. This positive and promising perception towards the use of English songs as a tool to
improve pupils’ vocabulary could be used as a moral boost in order to create a more positive and cheerful teaching and learning in
language classroom.

VI. SUMMARY
The use of English songs among pupils would be effective if the lesson is properly planned. Indeed, there are several factors which
affect to the effectiveness of such learning processes. As a matter of fact, the findings of this study has showed positive effects not
only on pupils’ vocabulary but their participations, behaviours and interests as compared to the control group. The experimental group
had far more significant improvement than the control group who went through the conventional way of teaching.
In a nutshell, using English songs to improve the vocabulary among Year 1 pupils is indeed, interesting and effective method. Proper
implementation and song selections would contribute to pupils’ improvement in acquiring new vocabulary effectively.
to improvise the maximum.
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