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Abstract- Illegal immigrants have been blamed for a number of 

terrorist attacks, including those on the Westgate, Garissa 

University, and Lamu County. Considering that North Eastern 

Region is bordered by Somalia, which has been embroiled in civil 

war for many years, this study is all the more important. As a 

result, it focuses on the effects of illegal immigration on security 

in Kenya's north eastern region. The study's specific goals were to 

determine the economic effects of illegal immigration on security, 

to evaluate immigration policy laws on security, and to establish 

cross-border crimes in Kenya's north eastern region on security. 

Moral Panic Theory and Sociological Theory were both used in 

this study. Three sampling techniques were used to arrive at 106 

participants who were knowledgeable about the study's topic and 

had quality information on the effects of illegal immigration in 

Kenya's north eastern region, which includes Wajir County, 

Garissa County and Mandera County. Microsoft Excel 2013 was 

used to edit the completed questionnaires, and the results were 

tabulated and presented in frequencies and percentages. It was 

clear violence and conflict; economic opportunities; and human 

rights abuses in the country of residence have an effect on the 

safety of the North Eastern. The study concludes that the measures 

to stop illegal immigration is a difficult one; however, there are 

presence of multiple immigration policies, and agencies are in 

place to enforce the protection of North Eastern Region however 

due to corruption illegal immigration is on the rise in Kenya. 

 

Index Terms- Illegal Immigration, Economic effects, Immigration 

policies, Cross-border crimes, Security 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background to the Study 

he focus of this research is on Kenya's North Eastern region's 

security in light of increased illegal immigration. In this context, 

immigration refers to the act of moving one's residence to another 

country. People who are forced to flee their country of origin or 

exiles who seek refuge in another country fall under this category. 

These people also include those who have been displaced due to 

natural disasters such as flooding and prolonged drought (Cannon, 

2016, p. 28). Immigration is both a cause and a consequence of 

globalization, making illegal immigration an increasingly 

important issue in international relations (Chumba and Were, 

2019, p. 42). 

         According to Lim (2011), illegal immigration has become a 

major security concern for a number of countries, particularly in 

Europe, North America, and the Middle East (p. 507-528). As the 

world's population has grown, so has the fear that unchecked 

immigration poses a security threat. While 191 million people 

lived outside their countries of birth in 2005, the number rose to 

214 million in 2010. A second way that illegal immigration 

threatens national security is by impacting the state's economy and 

social well-being, as noted by researchers Weiner and Myron 

(2013). (p. 23). As a result of unrestricted immigration, both the 

country of origin and host nation have experienced significant 

security threats. 

         Migrants are fleeing in ever increasing numbers from the 

Horn of Africa, and from the countries that border it, as well as 

from within the Horn (Weiner and Myron, 2013, p. 24). In this 

area, you'll find Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djbouti, Kenya, South Sudan, 

and the Republic of Sudan, as well as Somalia and the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. Conflict, political and ethnic persecusion, 

poverty, scarcity of resources, degradation of the environment and 

labor market conditions are just a few of the reasons why many 

unauthorized immigrants cross into Europe via the southern 

Mediterranean and North African countries, as well as domestic 

subsistence strategies in those countries (such as re-reliance). 

Human trafficking victims become entangled in these currents 

(Shaw, 2017, p. 76). 

         The 2010 Kenyan Constitution does not specifically classify 

the Department of Immigration Services as a security agency. 

Cybercrime, kidnappings, and the Runda Chinese cyber ring are 

all migration and security issues stemming from the threat of 

illegal immigration, as was seen in the Westgate attack, which 

featured a large number of foreign perpetrators. Kenya's security 

is jeopardized by illegal immigration, so much of the literature is 

descriptive (Cannon, 2016, p. 29). Geopolitical forces and 

poisonous regional ambitions have made Kenya's North Eastern 

region one of the country's most dynamic and politically turbulent 

regions over the past several decades. This has made the region 

extremely volatile. Human traffickers and terrorists have gained 

entry to the refugee movement because of this. To cite just one 

example: The Dadaab Refugee Camp orchestrated the DusitD2 

Hotel on Nairobi's Riverside Drive (Shaw, 2017, p. 78). 

         Scholars have testified that illegal immigration has not 

brought peace to their geographical areas, but none of these 

scholars have reviewed in Kenya's North Eastern region where the 

researcher in this study determines to fill the knowledge gap under 
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the study topic with various views on global, regional, and local 

views on security. Criminal activity, religious extremism, money 

laundering, smuggling, and illegal trade between Kenya and 

Somalia characterize the North Eastern region (Cannon, 2016, p. 

30). The purpose of this study was to determine the effects of 

illegal immigration on security, examine those effects, and 

determine the security threats posed by illegal immigrants in 

Kenya. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

         Illegal immigration has resulted to many challenges in 

Kenya from the political, social and economic perspectives, for 

instance according to the Kenya Police Service's 2015 Annual 

Crime Report, illegal immigration concerns arise as a result of the 

world's unprecedented pattern of violent extremism manifesting 

itself through terrorist attacks on unsuspecting innocent civilian 

populations, with criminal activities, religious extremism, illegal 

trade, money laundering, and smuggling occurring in North 

Eastern.  

         Due to the paucity and scanty information on illegal 

immigration in North Eastern Region, it bases this study as 

important since the region is at the border with Somalia that have 

been in civil war for many years; hence this research gap needs to 

be filled through the study on illegal immigrants on security in the 

Northern Region of Kenya. The study's findings did not only add 

to the existing body of knowledge, but also served to inform future 

immigration policies and border control mechanisms. 

 

II. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

         The theories that were discussed in this section include 

Sociological Theory (Push-Pull) by Hirschi Lee in 1969 and Moral 

Panic Theory by Stan Cohen in 1973. Therefore, these two 

theories complement each other in line with research objectives. 

2.2.1 Sociological Theory (Push-Pull) 

         The sociological theory was first expounded by Hirschi Lee 

in 1969. Sociological theory, that later developed into the Push-

Pull Theory, has historically been an interesting way of 

approaching social problems and how we in turn explain them.  

         This theory underpins the study objectives for example, if 

economic advantages are greater in the country of destination than 

the country of origin, the chances of people moving to such 

countries increases dramatically and this is automatically 

influences illegal immigration. Many scholars have described a 

number of aspects in different ways. 

2.2.2 Moral Panic Theory 

         The concept of moral panic was first developed in the United 

Kingdom in 1973, principally by Stan Cohen, initially for the 

purpose of analyzing the definition of and social reaction to youth 

subcultures as a social problem. 

This theory is important to the study since the host population 

there has been increased fear among them as they are not sure of 

the immigrants’ agenda towards their lives, property, lands and 

general well-being. 

 

III. RESEARCH METHODLOGY 

3.1 Research Design 

         Descriptive research design was adopted in the study; this is 

justified by the fact that it describes the population and the 

situation accurately and systematically in phenomenon manner. 

The present study assumed a descriptive approach for analyzing 

the relationship between illegal immigration and security in the 

north-eastern region of Kenya. Illegal immigration and security 

are independent and dependent variables of the study.  

3.2 Location of the Study 

         The study was done in North Eastern Region of Kenya, it 

comprises of Wajir County, Garissa County and Mandera County. 

The location is chosen due to the economic recess in the area; 

porosity of the borders and poor immigration policies are observed 

in the area. Additionally, it has been witnessed that attacks and 

criminal activities have taken place in the counties, with security 

personnel blaming these attacks on illegal immigrants from 

Somalia. 

3.3 Sampling Technique and Sample Size 

         Three sampling techniques were used in the study: simple 

random sampling, purposive sampling, and snowballing. 

The three counties' major towns, including Wajir, Garissa, and 

Mandera, were randomly selected using a simple randomization 

technique. Cities were chosen because they were economic centers 

for the counties and because they were home to County 

Government offices. 

         Senior police officers, border patrol agents, and community 

leaders (Nyumba Kumi Elders) were selected through the use of 

purposive sampling. Other officers included MCAs, DOCS, 

OCSs, and Sergeants from the Rural Border Patrol Unit (RBPU). 

Sub-Chiefs and Chiefs were also selected through the use of 

purposive sampling. 

         It was also possible to use the snowball method to collect 

data from sampling units that were out of reach or not readily 

available to the researcher. As part of the Chain Method, the 

researcher went up to the very first participant, who in turn 

referred him or her to a second person. Due to the sensitivity of 

the subject, the research did not include any participants from the 

general public. 

         Because of this, thirty people from each county were 

involved in the investigation, including ten senior police officers, 

ten immigration officers, and even ten community leaders in 

Kenya's North Eastern Region, and the Interview Guide was 

conducted with sixteen people, including three MCAs, three 

Deputy Officer Commanding Stations (DOCSs), three officers 

commanding stations, and one sergeant from the Rural Border 

Patrol Unit. As a result, 106 people were included in the study's 

sample, making the findings applicable to the entire population. 

3.4 Research Instruments 

         A structured questionnaire was used to obtain uniform 

response from the participants for quantitative data while the 

interview guide was conducted for qualitative aspects of this 

study. The Interview guide was conducted with sixteen 

participants that is: 3 MCA’s, 3 Deputy Officer Commanding 

Stations (DOCSs), 3 Officers Commanding Station (OCSs), 1 

Sergeant from Rural Border Patrol Unit [RBPU]), 3 Sub-Chiefs 

and 3 Chiefs, all coming from the three Counties within North 

Eastern regions of Kenya. 

3.5 Data analysis and Presentation 

         Data was cleaned, edited, coded, categorized and analyzed 

using Ms. Excel.  Data collected quantitatively and qualitatively 
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was analyzed through descriptive analysis.  Data analyzed was 

presented by use of frequencies, percentages, means and standard 

deviation in a report format. 

 

IV. RESEARCH FINDINGS 

4.1 Response Rate 

         In table 4.1 gives the response rate, hence the researcher 

administered a total of 106 that is 90 questionnaires 16 interviews 

to get the responses of the study population in each County that is: 

Garissa town, Mandera town and Wajir town. The results were that 

79 (74.5%) fully filled and returned the questionnaires and were 

interviewed; that is questionnaires had a return rate of 63 (70%) 

while interviews were 16 (100%) return rate.  The unreturned rate 

had a total of 27 (30%) that is only 27 questionnaires were not 

returned or not fully filled while all the targeted interviewees were 

interviewed with a rate of 16 (100%). Howell (2013) indicated that 

a 50% response rate is appropriate; 60% of the respondents 

responded well; and 70% of the respondents responded very well, 

so this study's return rate is excellent (p. 23). 

 

4.2 Economic Effects via Illegal Immigration and Security 

         Table 4.6 presents economic impacts and from the data 

collected majority of the participants strongly agreed that they 

have observed additional security forces in their area to curb 

illegal immigration this was shown by 25 (39.9%), additionally 28 

(44.4%) agreed and 10 (15.9%) disagreed. Based on the findings 

the participants strongly agreed that job opportunities have been 

reduced due to cheap labour coming from illegal immigrants this 

was rated by 29 (46%), while 20 (31.7%) agreed and 14 (22.2%) 

disagreed on the statement. Majority of the respondents reported 

that trade disruption has been seen and this is influenced by illegal 

immigration and smuggling of goods through porous borders 

avoiding the customs, this was strongly agreed with 49 (77.8%), 

while 14 (22.2%) agreed. This shows that in North Eastern Illegal 

Immigration influx can also be attributed business opportunities 

within Kenyan borders and this can bring violence and conflict of 

interest in such unwarranted and illegal business in the area that 

negatively affects the business operations in the region. 

         The participants strongly agreed that job opportunities have 

been reduced due to cheap labour coming from illegal immigrants, 

Majority of the respondents reported that trade disruption has been 

seen and this is influenced by illegal immigration and smuggling 

of goods through porous borders avoiding the customs. This shows 

that in North Eastern Illegal Immigration influx can also be 

attributed business opportunities within Kenyan borders and this 

can bring violence and conflict of interest in such unwarranted and 

illegal business in the area that negatively affects the business 

operations in the region. 

4.3 Immigration Policies and Security 

         Figure 4.2 presents the extent to which the immigration 

policies effect the security in North Eastern Region in Kenya. 

Based on the data findings the respondents reported that poor 

implementation of the immigration policies has resulted to rapid 

influx in illegal immigration that negatively affects the security of 

the region. This was agreed to a very great extent as shown by 14 

(22.2%), while the majority agreed to great extent with 49 

(77.8%). This shows that a country’s ability to manage its border 

effectively is critical to foreigners who visit and leave the country 

at this entry points. Illegal migrants evade immigration checks or 

make use of fraudulent documents hence conceal their real 

identity. The number of illegal immigrants is typically measured 

by border patrol line watch apprehensions, which is not an ideal 

metric. This is due to the fact, that it excludes the number of 

successful illegal immigrants, those attempting to immigrate 

illegally, and repeat apprehensions for the same individuals. 

         Majority of the respondents strongly agreed that immigration 

laws and regulations are not fully implemented due to corruption. 

Based on the data findings the respondents reported that poor 

implementation of the immigration policies has resulted to rapid 

influx in illegal immigration that negatively affects the security of 

the region. It is clear there is rising insecurity in Kenya and this is 

due to irregular or regular cross-border immigrants, but with the 

current poor policies and poor implementation. 

 

4.4 Cross-Border Crime and Security 

         Figure 4.3 illustrates the extent to which cross-border crimes 

by illegal immigration have influenced the security in North 

Eastern, Kenya. Based on the data findings the respondents 

reported that cross border crimes effect security in Northern 

Kenya to a very great extent as shown by 42 (66.7%), while some 

agreed to great extent with 21 (33.3%). This implies that illegal 

migration not only harms the economy and puts a strain on social 

and economic infrastructure, but it is also linked to other 

transnational organized crimes such as human smuggling, arms 

smuggling, and terrorism, to name a few. The primary survival 

needs of migrants never occur to the smug individuals; as they 

don't take these into consideration, they end up starving, getting 

into debt, and putting themselves in dire situations. This shows 

that if profit-seekers and criminals were to consider them goods 

for trading, then they would try to keep them under wraps because 

they're in danger of being suffocated in their trucks, dying in the 

deserts. 

         Participants strongly agreed that there no peace due to 

human and drug trafficking by illegal immigrants. As per the 

findings on cross border terrorism is observed due to lack of 

integration between the community and the government was 

strongly agreed. Xenophobic attacks are observed due to trade 

disruption by illegal immigrants was strongly agreed. Based on the 

data findings the respondents reported that cross border crimes 

effect security in Northern Kenya to a very great extent. 

         It is clear that without enough policing personnel would 

mean that a state would not have control on entry of foreigners 

which would be a recipe for possible insecurity due to entry of 

illegal and undocumented immigrants. 

 

V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

         It was clear violence and conflict; economic opportunities; 

and human rights abuses in the country of residence have an effect 

on the safety of the North Eastern. It is obvious that real identities 

or details of migrants are unknown or cannot be combined with 

border control schemes that are easily used by terrorists and other 

international criminals to commit criminal acts underground. 

Consequently, the threat to national security is posed by illegal 

immigrants. 

         The study concludes that the measures to stop illegal 

immigration is a difficult one; however, there are presence of 
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multiple immigration policies, and agencies are in place to enforce 

the protection of North Eastern Region however due to corruption 

illegal immigration is on the rise in Kenya. Hence the country's 

border-management abilities need absolute to be essential for 

those who come in and go out. Apprehensions by the government 

at the border don't adequately reflect the number of illegal 

immigrants.  

         It can also be concluded that the threats created such as both 

human and drug trafficking attacks increase along the border, 

which put the security of the North Eastern Region, Kenya, at risk. 

It can also be seen that illegal migration impacts the economy, 

strains social and economic infrastructure, as well as transnational 

organized crime, to name a few other things. Migrants' primary 

survival needs are rarely given proper consideration, leading to 

insecurity within Kenya. 

 

5.2 Recommendations from the Study 

Based on the outcome of this research report, the following 

recommendations were made: 

i. Some tasks to combat illegal immigration were 

ineffective despite increased security and police 

resources. To avoid trade tensions/disruptions, more 

security forces and jobs are needed. Kenyan border 

controls must be strengthened to reduce permeability and 

deter smuggling and trafficking. 

ii. In order to combat illegal immigration, the government 

has passed several regulations and laws. Anti-illegal 

immigration measures must be improved and targeted 

better in all immigration agencies, laws, and regulations. 

To maintain modernised border surveillance integrity, 

officers must be trained. To begin, educate employees on 

the Code of Conduct and remove perceived opportunities 

for corruption. 

iii. Developing clear reporting structures from the bottom up 

can improve agency coordination and cooperation. 

Human and drug trafficking will decrease, as will 

xenophobic attacks. 
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Table 4.1 Response Rate 

 

Response Rate Frequency Percentage 

 Questionnai

res 

Interview Total Questionnaires Interview 

 

Returned Rate 63 16 79 70% 100% 

Un-returned Rate 27 0 27 30% 

Total 90 16  106 100% 

Source: (Field Research Data, 2021) 

 

Table 4.6: Economic Effects 

Source: (Field Research data, 2021) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: (Research Data. 2021) 

Figure 4.2: effects of Immigration Policies on the Security 
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Trade disruption via illegal 

immigration and smuggling of 

goods. 

49 

 

77.8% 14 22.2% 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Figure 4.3: Measures to Curb Illegal Immigration and Security 

Source: (Field Research Data, 2021) 
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