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Abstract- The purpose of this study was to explore the Social
Cause of Juvenile Delinquency at Axum Correctional and
Rehabilitation Center, Northern Ethiopia. It was to investigate the
demographic and the socio-economic statuses of juveniles. It also
investigated the type of different offenses committed by juveniles.
To this end, the study was carried out using mixed research
method. Structured questionnaires and key informant interviews
used as tools of data collection. The study involved 80 inmates
selected by systematic random sampling technique from a total list
of 155 inmates. The study found that 96.25% of respondents
belong to the age between 13 and 17 years old. About 86.25 % of
the respondents were males; and 68.75% of the juvenile
delinquents were from rural areas and poor family backgrounds.
The study sample was also characterized by a low level of
education. The results of the study are congruent with what exists
in literatures indicating economic problems or poverty is the major
cause for many juvenile’s involvements in crimes. It was also
found that 26.25% of the juveniles were institutionalized out of
peer influences. Besides, other social factors including
dysfunctional families, large family size, rural urban migration,
and quality in family relationships, lack of parental control and the
availability of alcohol and, drugs in the neighborhood influenced
these young into crime and delinquency. about the type of crime
committed by the juveniles, the study revealed that theft and
related crimes were mostly committed by a juvenile than any other
offense.
Index Terms- Axum correction center, Juvenile Delinquency,
Social causes

I. INTRODUCTION

J

1.1. Back ground
uvenile delinquency is a complex social problem that
significantly impacts all members of society and processes of a
social structure. Delinquency refers to a set of behaviors that are
not in line with the collective practices and/or ethics of the
dominant social group. Essentially, these behaviors deviate from
societal norms and more specifically they violate established
criminal codes and laws (Georges, 2009:56).

Globally, crime patterns are changing. Offenders are
increasing in number, the youngsters are getting involved and
violent crimes are becoming more common. Also, our life, our
views of the world and our ways of knowing about crime have
undergone considerable change with the changing patterns of
crime (Edwin, 2006). The roots of such violence may not be
clearly understood but declining income and work opportunities,
and the consequent frustration, particularly for youth are important
factors (Azeb, 2009). Violence, crimes and anti-social behaviors
were consequences of social inequality, social exclusion and lack
of institutional and social protection (Sisay, 2015).
The most important causes and conditions for juvenile
delinquency are described from economic and social factors.
Socio-economic instability is often linked to persistent
unemployment and low incomes among the young, which can
increase the likelihood of their involvement in criminal activity. In
terms of social factors, delinquent behavior often occurs in social
settings in which the norms for acceptable behavior have broken
down (MesafintAdal, 2009).
On the other hand, an important aspect of the socialization
process and a cause of delinquency is the quality and process of
interaction between parent and child. If communication breaks
down at any point, it could lead to delinquent behavior. In addition
to that, the absence of family as a unit could affect childhood and
how children socialized. Where the family fails, other socializing
agencies will take on an increasing role in a child’s life (Wickliffe
& Joseph A, 2013). The significant factor of juvenile crime is also
the increasing number of dysfunctional families. Juveniledelinquency rates are twice as high for youngsters from singleparent homes as for those in normally functioning families.
Children in single-parent families are taken less care of and thus
have feelings of being neglected, discriminated and isolated. The
lack of parental love makes them hostile and cynical towards
society (Benekos & Merlo, 2010).
In Asian countries, juvenile crime and delinquency are
largely urban phenomena. As it is true elsewhere, young people
constitute the most criminally active segment of the population.
The financial crisis that hit some countries in East and Southeast
Asia created economic stagnation and contraction, leading to
large-scale youth unemployment and drug traffickers frequently
recruit adolescents to serve in this industry, and many become
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addicted to drugs while involved in this criminal activity (Jarjoura,
et al., 2012). Hunte (2014) notes that long-term unemployed
youths are at high risk of social exclusion, feel socially isolated
and economically excluded. Unemployment threatens the overall
integration of the youth into a society that may lead to the criminal
offence. Russell, et al., (2009) observe that crime among the youth
is associated with the current level of youth unemployment and
the annual changes in the rate of youth unemployment.
In Latin America, the young have been the hardest hit by the
economic problems linked to the extremely high unemployment
rates prevailing within this group. Juvenile delinquency is
particularly acute and is often associated with the problem of
homelessness among children and adolescents create
environments that are conducive to crime and delinquency
(Ignacio, 2013).
In the Middle East, there is less indication that serious
problems with juvenile delinquency exist. However, affluent
nations such as Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have
more problems with juvenile offenders than do other nations in the
Middle East (Ramiro, M., & Matthew, 2012).In these countries,
delinquency occur in connection with migrants seeking
employment and it linked to factors such as continued
urbanization, rapid changes in the economy, and the increasing
heterogeneity of the population. The conflict between traditional
Arab-Islamic values and modern views imported from other areas
of the world seems to be a common problem for countries in this
area of the world (Siegel, et al., 2011).In Eastern European
countries such as Russia, families are becoming more
dysfunctional. Indeed, the number of parents who are deprived of
their childrearing rights is increasing annually (Wood,et al.,
2009).Parents are often alcoholics, drug addicts, and they have
criminal backgrounds (Sandstrom, 2012). Factors such as
unemployment and low family income are the main contributors
to juvenile delinquency in many parts of this region. There are few,
if any, social services in these countries, which creates a dismal
picture for youth (Simoes, 2015).
Throughout the African continent, delinquency tends to be
attributed primarily to poverty, malnutrition, and unemployment.
These factors are the result of marginalization of juveniles in the
already severely disadvantaged segments of society (Warr, 2011).
Rapid population growth has been experienced in Africa, and the
population seems to be getting correspondingly younger over
time. This is coupled with the fact that few new jobs are developed
in Africa, which has resulted in half of all families living in
poverty and juvenile delinquency is on the rise, with the primary
offenses being theft, robbery, smuggling, the abuse of narcotic
substances, and drug trafficking among young offenders (Ojo,
2012).
According to Andergachew (2004) Ethiopia is one of the
developing countries where the majority of the people live below
the poverty line. Young people constitute the majority of the poor.
Together with the rapid urbanization and the observation
capacities of Ethiopian cities being very limited a large number of
unemployed people roomed around city streets. Central Statistical
Agency Survey (C.S.A, 2015) showed that the total
unemployment rate for the youth (percentage of total labor force
aged 15-24) is estimated to be 25 percent. It is inevitable for such
people to be fertile ground for deviancy activities such as theft,
robbery, burglary, and other similar crimes. This condition’s is
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illustrated by the 2013 study of 90 prisoners which revealed that
57 of them were committed to prison pity theft (Bimal, 2013).
Drought and famine, armed conflict, destabilizations of
family life have left millions of children in Ethiopia without care
and protection. These and other related socio-cultural factors have
led to the abuse, neglect and/or mal-treatment of children in
Ethiopia (Andergachew, 2004). According to Bimal(20l3), the
problems of juvenile delinquency are connected with the results of
poor background, dysfunctional family, and influence of peer
groups and poverty, which is considered to be the roots of
problems and issues in the country, may not be eradicated easily.
When poverty prevails, there would still be juvenile delinquents
prowling all over the study area, Axum. This study, therefore, aims
at exploring the social causes of juvenile delinquency in Axum
Correctional and Rehabilitation Center. Specifically, the family
relation and dynamics (dysfunctional families, quality in family
relationships, lack of parental control, low family socio-economic
status) and influence of external environment (Peer influence,
school influence, rural –urban migration, the availability of
alcohol, drugs in the neighborhood).
1.2 Justification of the Study
Now days, serious and violent crimes have been being
committed by juveniles in an alarming rate in developing
countries. In addition to their involvement in violent person and
property crime, juveniles are committing increasing number of
alcohol and narcotic or drug related offences (Paylor, 2010).
Economic deterioration, poverty, uncontrolled and unplanned
migration from rural to urban areas in search of better working
condition exacerbated the problem of delinquency (Sisay, 2015).
According to Federal Police Commission, of 182,169 total
numbers of criminals reported in Ethiopia for 2012/13, 32,133
were of juveniles aged 9–17 years and of 211,302 criminals for
2013/14, 37,233 were juvenile delinquents aged 9-17. This reflects
an overall increment both in number of juveniles and adults
criminals in the year 2013/14 by 13.69% and 10.93% respectively
as compared to 2012/13.The national crime statistics compiled by
the Federal police commission in 2015 for the year 2016 has
shown that 311,202 crimes were reported to police throughout the
country, juveniles aged 9-17 accounted for 21 % of total crimes.
In the same way, of 127,989crimes were reported throughout the
Tigray region to the police for the years 2012/13, 2013/14,
2014/15,juveniles accounted for 15 percent of total offenses and
in the same three years of 125, 115 criminals, 18,050 were juvenile
offenders in the region (Tigray Police commission,
2014).Moreover, the national crime statistics report has indicated
that the Tigray regional state accounts for 13% of the total crimes
reported to the police in the entire country; and out of the Tigray
region share 12.8% of all criminals in the country,3.2% were
juvenile offenders in 2014/15.This indicates that the Tigary region
is one of the crime prone regions in the country. Data compiled in
2016 by Axum Police office shows that there were a total of 3,500
offences from the year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 committed by
child offenders. Among these offences 29.5% of the children were
from age 15 to 17, whereas 3.8% total offence during the three
years were committed by children of age 9-14 and 51.7% by the
18-30 age group.
For the first age-group (9-15), the total number of offenders
has generally tended to rise through consecutive years. For
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example, the number of offenders in 2012/13 and 2013/14 was
1155 and 1803 respectively with 38.96% increment. Comparison
between 2012/13 and 2014/15 shows even a larger increment
which was 53.7%. Based on the 2007 census report of Axum
population size, the prevalence rate of offenders for this age group
was 146 per 100,000 which indicate that out of every 100,000
people in this age category 146 are offenders. Whereas this age
group shares about 12% of the total population of the city, its share
in offenders’ population is only 1.7%. It indicates that compared
to others, this age group is the least prone to criminal behavior if
we assume that there is no recording bias by the police.
The number of offenders in the second age group (16-18)
steadily increased in 2012/13 and 2013/14 and then declined in
2014/15.This age group comprises about 15% of the city
population but its total share within criminal population is nearly
27%. Its criminal prevalence rate is 4343 per 100,000 which is
nearly sixteen times of (9-15) age group. This age group is the
most prone to criminal activities (Sisay, 2014).However; data
regarding age is not reliable due to the absence of compulsory vital
registration system. Nevertheless, juvenile delinquency is the root
for more organized and sophisticated crimes that costs a very
strong activity in order to tackle it. However, it is often overlooked
in the study area. The problem is explained as not challenging
enough in relation to the other economic or social difficulties
people confront. Thus, the attention of the police is emphasized
only in ordinary crime and the problem has never been given full
attention. As a result, juvenile crime and delinquency are
becoming social problem in Axum town. There are some previous
researches carried out on the juvenile delinquency related topics.
For instance, Selamawit (2014) studied the lived experience of
delinquents and young offenders in the case of Addis Ababa police
commission prisoners. It was a qualitative study and the result
indicated that the causes of delinquency include mental illness,
peer pressure, unemployment, and separation of family (divorce),
financial problem and addiction. On the other hand, Habtamu
Mamo (2007) also assessed the pattern and trends of crime against
the women in prison. The study explains the case of delinquency
in relation with genetic factor and socialization. However, the two
studies, fail to indicate clear benchmark about the driving factors
of offence.
Similarly, Bimal (2013) undertook a quantitative study to
explain the case of delinquency in relation with each level of the
social structure, such as social institutions, social groups and
organizations, and interpersonal relations. In general, these limited
studies are related with my research in many ways. The variables
they used include family relation and dynamics (dysfunctional
families, quality in family relationships, lack of parental control,
low family socio-economic status) and influence of external
environment (Peer influence, School influence, rural –urban
migration, the availability of alcohol and, drugs in the
neighborhood) were covered by the previous studies. But, all of
the above mentioned literatures used either qualitative or
quantitative study. In the case of this study, however, the
investigator believes that the best result mostly comes from the
careful and selective use of both methods and triangulating them
as long as there are variables to be measured and explored.
Cognizant to the prevailing research gaps, this study aimed
at investigating the social factors that contribute to juvenile
delinquency in Axum Correctional and Rehabilitation Center.
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1.3. Objective of the study
 To investigate demographic characteristics of juvenile
delinquents
 To identify the social causes of juvenile delinquency in the
study area
 To investigate the socio-economic statuses of juvenile
delinquents
 To describe the type of different offenses committed by
juveniles

II. MATERIALS AND METHODS
2.2. Study Area
Axum is situated in central administrative zone of Tigray in
the high land of the Tigray regional national state in the northern
tip of the Ethiopian Plateau at 14o 07' North latitude and 38O 44'
East Longitude at an altitude of 2100m above sea level.
Geographically Axum is located west of Adwa, East of Wukro
Maray, North of EdagaSelus and south of Rama at 1041 Km
distance from Addis Ababa. Regarding the climatic conduction, it
is conducive for all activities which is “Weynadega” with mean
annual temperature ranges’ between 9.3oC and 29.8oC whereas the
mean annual rainfall ranges between 85.9 ML and 428.1ML
(Metrological service agency Mekelle, 2014). Administratively
the town is structured into four kebeles of Hawelti, Hayelom,
Kindya and Maebel with a total population of 44,647 out of this
number 21,778 and 25, 108 are males and females respectively
with the total house hold head of 13,790 out of this number of total
house hold heads 6,405 and 7,385 are men and females
respectively. The annual growth rate of the populations is 2.5%
almost less than by 0.7% from the national average. The source of
livelihood and backbone of Axum’s economy are agriculture,
tourism and trade respectively. At present, there are a lot of socioeconomic activities in Axum city like construction of international
hotels & multi-story buildings by the private sector.
2.2 Research Design
A cross sectional study was conducted to collect the
necessary information on the research problem. This study is an
institutional based study that was carried out among inmates in
Axum Correctional and Rehabilitation Center, where convicted
juveniles undergo the process of rehabilitation and correction and
it was employed a mixed approach. It can be argued that the reason
for combining quantitative and qualitative methods is to capitalize
on the strengths of the two approaches and to compensate for the
weakness of each approach. Considering this point of view on the
combination of the methods, combinations of quantitative and
qualitative approaches were selected for the research upon which
this thesis was based. Both primary and secondary data sources
were used in the study. The primary data was collected from
juvenile delinquents found at Axum Correctional and
Rehabilitation Center, police investigators, judges from courts as
well as selected parents of the juvenile delinquents using
questionnaires and, key informant interviews.
Secondary sources: In addition to the primary data that was
collected by the investigator from the study participants using
different research methods, the secondary data was also collected
from different sources, such as written documents, police reports
and journals, books, published and unpublished materials. The
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total population was comprised of 155 juvenile delinquents. Out
of this population, a sample size of 87 respondents was taken as a
suitable sample size using the formula proposed by Kothari (2004)
and the study used a systematic random sampling technique.
The quantitative analyzing method was used to analyze the
quantifiable data of socio-demographic characteristics, social
factors that contribute to juvenile delinquency, socio-economic
statuses of juveniles, and different offenses committed by
juveniles. Quantitative data was analyzed using Statistical
Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) and the result was presented
in tables.
Qualitative data obtained through interviews were analyzed
by using content analysis. It followed the following steps:
identification of the main themes, assignment of codes to the main
themes, and classification responses under the main themes.
Finally, the information from key informants was categorized into
themesthat were used to cement the findings of the study.

III. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Table 1: Sex distribution of the Respondents
Sex

Number of Respondents

Percentage

Male

69

86.25

Female

11

13.75

Total

80

100

Source: Own Survey, 2017
As indicated in table 1, 69 (86.25 %) of the delinquents are
males while the remaining a much smaller proportion of 11 (13.75
%) are females. The results imply that boys are involved in
delinquency more often than girls. This resonates with findings by
Weijters (2013) that males engage more in delinquent and criminal
acts than females. even though adolescents, both male and female,
are at great risk of becoming delinquents, the main perpetrators are
male (Shaw, 2007:89). A study by Legal and Human Rights
Centre (2012) revealed similar results of female crime rate being
lower than that of males providing social and cultural reasons
being the prima-facie reasons explaining their rate. This is clear
from the following quotation from one key informant police
inspector:
“……girls are involved in delinquency less often than boys
because tighter controls exist for females both in the family and in
their public lives, for example, adolescent girls are likely to be
allowed less freedom to go out of the house and stay out than are
their male counterparts. This limits the opportunities girls have to
become involved in delinquent behavior ….”
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Table 2: Distribution of Respondents based on Age group,
Religion, Original premises and educational level
Number of Respondents
Item
S.
No.

Male

Female

Total

Percentage

11
11

3
77
80

3.75
96.25
100

8

73

91.25

3
11

7
80

8.75
100

7
3
1

55
22
3

68.75
27.5
3.75

11

80

100

3
2

15
13

18.75
16.25

6

52

65

-

-

-

-

-

-

11

80

100

2

Age of the
delinquents
when
they
join to the
institution
9-12
3
13-17
66
Total
69
5
Religious
background
Orthodox
65
Christian
Muslim
4
Protestant
Catholic
Others
Total
69
6
Original place
or Premises
Rural
48
Urban
19
Semi
2
Urban/Semi
Rural
Total
69
7
The
educational
level
of
respondents
Illiterate
12
1st
cycle 11
(grade 1-4)
2nd
cycle 46
(grade 5-8)
High school (grade 9-10)
Certificate or diploma
Total
69
Source: Own Survey, 2017

Table 2 indicates that the majority of the respondents were
aged between 13-17 years (96.25%) while 3.75% were aged
between 9-12 years. It indicates that most of the delinquents were
in age 13-17 years as it is also supported by the standard definition
of the American Psychological Association that a juvenile
delinquent is a person who is under age (usually below 18 Years).
This clearly shows that the early adolescent period is the time
when youngsters are highly delinquents compared to other periods
This publication is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY.
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of adolescents. This resonates with findings by Elliott and his
colleagues (1985) that the level of adolescent involvement in
delinquent acts-whether violent or nonviolent, serious, or minorgenerally peaks sometime between 15 and 17 years of age.
The juveniles who are the focus of this study needed parental
care in terms of the provision of basic needs, strong bond and
guidance. However, these findings implicate that socializing agent
are inefficient in shaping and controlling youth behavior. Since
juveniles are expected to be under the control and protection of
their families and the wider social environment, such proneness to
criminal behavior shows that their early socialization could have
been negative and unsupportive.
Concerning religious background, 73 (91.25%) are
followers of Orthodox Christianity religion, whereas 7 (8.75%) are
Muslims. The majority (91.25%) of delinquency acts are
committed by Orthodox Christianity believers. The result attained
was similar to the previous study conducted by Bimal(2013) that
the magnitude of juvenile delinquency is more from orthodox
Christianity than Islam and another reason is that in this particular
locality the percent of the population is more from orthodox
Christianity than Islam.
The table also reveals that 55 (68.75%) of the respondent
come from rural areas, whereas 22 (27.5%) from urban areas. The
remaining 3 (3.75%) of the juveniles come from semi-urban
/Semi-rural areas. The preponderance of most of the juveniles
being from rural areas supports the classical theorists who opined
that migrant youth are more delinquent than native-born
adolescents. The results are supported by the existing empirical
studies, Betelehem(2014) and Sisay (2015), who suggested that
juveniles who come from rural areas are more likely to become
involved in delinquency than their native-born counterparts.
The question of migrants was asked in order to know
whether migrant youth are mostly involved in crimes than nativeborn adolescents, most of the key informants indicated that
migrant youth are mostly involved in crimes.
The police inspector said,
“…..Axum’s population has increased drastically because
of the migration process…...” people come in anticipation of a
better life, which involves finding a job, but once life gets tough,
they are forced into criminal activities.
Another key informant from especial representatives to
juvenile delinquents at the correctional administration center
noted that, migrants have had a higher rate of crime in the sense
that jobless migrants turn to crime as a means of survival. Police
inspector as a key informant has pointed out as follows
“……The trend of migration has been on the increase ever
since by a situation created where everyone is free to move and
settle anywhere, people have been drawn to the town with high
hopes of finding employment, when chances of getting jobs
narrow, these juveniles might be tempted to commit a crime to
survive…….”
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“Since everyone has a right to move and settle anywhere,
many young people have decided to live in cities due to
impoverished living conditions in rural areas and this has resulted
in many social problems, some of which are unemployment and of
course engaged in crime.”
According to the above quotes, young people have come to
Axum in search of better economic opportunities, but with few
chances of meeting those expectations. Once they fail, those
young turn to other ways of making a living and some of these
ways such as theft have not been approved by society. Even
though the general consistency in the aforementioned empirical
results, further careful examination is needed due to the fact
juveniles who have urban origin have better knowledge to escape
from the site of the police. These results are consistent with those
of Xi Chen & Hua Zhong (2013), who suppose that the probability
of migrant youth being caught committing a crime was much
higher than the urban-born.
About educational level, the results in table 2 show that 13
(16.25%) of the sampled young offenders were from the first
cycle, whereas 52 (65%) were from the second cycle and the
remaining 15(18.75%) of respondents had never been to school at
all. The figure indicated that young people in lower education
levels were more likely to get involved with delinquency than
those higher levels as none of the respondents had reached high
school.
This finding is supported by Weijters (2013) who argued
that, adolescents in lower secondary commit more delinquent acts.
Also, Aoki (2010) mentioned that higher school attainment
reduced the number of crime among young people since they have
the legal/moral knowledge about the cost of criminal behavior.
Likewise, juveniles who have low academic achievement at the
age of 10, 14 and 16 years old tend to commit criminal actions at
the age of 18 years old (Herrenkohl, et. al., 2010). These
statements indicate that having a good educational background
reduces the risk of adolescents to be involved in any criminal
activities. Bearing in mind that none of the respondents had
reached high school, these findings implicate the extent to which
they had lost their ground academically due to their delinquent
behavior because it was expected that delinquent behavior would
in most cases either delay or terminate school completion. The
highest level of education attained by the respondents could
indicate where they were in their academic ladder.
Information on the period of stay in the correctional center
was also sought on grounds that how long a child was in the
institution, table 3 presents a summary of this information:
The table shows the distribution duration of stay in the
correctional and rehabilitation center by the juvenile. 81.25 % of
them had been in the institution for less than 2 years. Further,
11.25 % of the juveniles had been at the center for between 2 years
and 4 years. The remaining 7.5% of the respondents had been at
the center for more than 4 years.

One judge elaborated:
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Table 3: Period of Stay in the Correctional and Rehabilitation Center

Item

Number of Respondents
Male
Female

Total

Percentage

S. No.
Duration of Stay at the center
1

Under 2 years

57

8

65

81.25

2

2 years to 4 years

7

2

9

11.25

3

4 years & above

5

1

6

7.5

Total

69

11

80

100

Source: Own Survey, 2017
In general, data on the juveniles’ demographic aspect reveal
that certain demographic characteristics such as being in the age
group 13 to 17, being male, being from followers of Orthodox
Christianity religion, being from a rural area and having a lower
education are more related with delinquency than others.
Social Causes of Juvenile Delinquency
The study sought to understand the social causes of juvenile
delinquency. Data was collected on social factors related to family
relations and dynamics and influence of the external environment

(such as Peer influence, school influence, rural-urban migration,
the availability of alcohol and, drugs in the neighborhood).
Family Relations and Dynamics
Information was collected on marital status, educational and
occupational status, estimated monthly income of the delinquent
parents and quality parent-child relationships, lack of parental
control, family size, as socioeconomic status and family factors
that attribute to delinquency.

Table 4: Marital, Educational and Occupational Status of the Delinquents Parents

Item
S.No.
1

2

3

Number of Respondents
Male
Female

Total

Percentage

Marital Status of the Delinquents’ Parents
Live together

25

3

28

35

Never married

-

-

-

-

Mother deceased

4

2

6

7.5

Father deceased

5

3

8

10

both parents deceased

8

1

9

11.25

Divorced or separated (but both still alive)

27

2

29

36.25

Total

69

11

80

100

2
2
8
54
3
0
69

1
2
1
5
2
0
11

3
4
9
59
5
0
80

3.75
5
11.25
73.75
6.25
0
100

31
19
11
4
3

3
3
1
2
2

34
22
12
6
5

42.5
27.5
15
7.5
6.25

Occupation of parents
Government work
Private sector
Daily labor
Agriculture
Commerce / own business
Other
Total
Parental level of Education
Illiterate
1-8 complete
9-12 complete
Certificate
Diploma
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Degree and above
Total
Source: Own Survey, 2017

526

1
69

As indicated in Table 4, out of a total of 80 delinquent
children, 8 (10%) were from father deceased family 6 (7.5%)
formed mother deceased family 9 (11.25%) formed both mother
and father deceased family, 29 (36.25%) were from divorced or
separated parents (but both still alive) and the rest 28 (35%) were
from the living together with family (unbroken home). From this
data, one can easily note that the majority of 52 (65%) of
respondents came from homes whose parents had died, divorced,
or separated parents (dysfunctional family). This confirms the
statement of Price & Kunz (2013) that children who live in homes
with only one parent or in which marital relationships have been
disrupted by divorce or separation are more likely to display a
range of behavioral problems including delinquency, than children
who are from two-parent families. It is interesting to note that a
total of 28 or 35% of the delinquent children came from an intact
family. This could be indicating the existence of weak
interpersonal relationships within the family and its social control.
Police from investigators, judges, correctional and rehabilitation
center staffs held similar views that inappropriate family
environment, ineffective parenting and unstable families led to
delinquent behavior.
With regards to occupation, 59 (73.75%) of the respondents’
parents rely on agriculture whereas 3 (3.75%) are government
workers, 4 (5%) are employed in the private sector, 9 (11.25%) are
daily laborers, and 5(6.25%) engaged in their own business. This
figure indicates that the majority of the respondents came from
low-income families who involved mainly in agriculture. The
finding is consistent with previous studies. Such as Sisay, (2014),

0
11

1
80

1.25
100

Harris, (2006 & Mbuthia, 2013) who argued that children from the
poor and working-class are much more likely to engage in
delinquent behavior.
It was also found that their parents’/guardians’ responses on
interviewing about their source of income where the majority of
them (76.8%) expressed that they depended solely on subsistence
agriculture. These results are in line with those of levels of
education attained by parents and it proves that lack of education
the respondents’ parents leaving them with no option but to engage
themselves in agriculture and daily labor.
Concerning the educational level of the delinquent parents,
the study revealed that 42.5% of respondents’ parents are illiterate
and those who are in the range of 1-8 complete are accounted 22
(27.5%) followed by those who are 9-12 complete accounted 12
(15%). For those who have a certificate, diploma and degree and
above cover 6 (7.5%), 5 (6.25%) and 1 (1.25%) respectively. It
could be concluded that the juveniles with parents with a low
educational level have more probability to become delinquent than
those parents who have higher educational achievement. This is
because parents with a low educational level may not be as
involved as should in their children's education. The result of this
study affirms the opinion of Faraja (2014), who argued that the
low education level of parents contributed to respondents being
delinquents for the fact parents, did not know or experience the
fruits of education thus failing to insist it to their children.

Table 5: Juveniles and their Leisure time
Number of Respondents
Male
Femal Total
e

Percentag
e

playing with friends

46

3

49

61.25

watching movies

8

2

10

12.5

visiting friends

12

4

16

20

assisting in various household tasks

3

2

5

6.25

Total

69

11

80

100

Mothers

32

3

35

43.75

Grandmothers

10

4

14

17.5

Grandfathers

7

2

9

11.25

Fathers

6

1

7

8.75

Friends

14

1

15

18.75

Item
S. No
1

2

How juveniles spent Most Time

People with whom the juveniles spent Most Time
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Total

527

69

11

80

100

Source: Own Survey, 2017
To establish if the parents/guardians had a quality
relationship with their children, the researcher sought to find out
how they spent their time. The results implied that most juveniles
spent their time mainly playing with friends (61.25%), watching
movies (12.5%) and visiting friends (20%). Quite a small minority
(6.25%) spent most time assisting in various household tasks
(Table 5). This implies that they were away from home most of
the time. Thus, they were hard with their parents/guardians. This
echoes their parents’/guardians’ responses on whether they had
adequate time with their children where the majority of them
(92.8%) conceded to have had inadequate time. Lack of adequate
time spent by parents/guardians with the child may have led to the
loss of parental relationship and authority over adolescence. The
influence may have been taken by the children’s friends with
whom they spent most of their time. If, for instance, these friends
are deviants, then they are likely to adopt socially unacceptable
behaviors.
This is consistent with findings by Steinberg (2012) that the
influence of peers and their acceptance of delinquent behavior are
significant, and this relationship is magnified when youth have
little interaction with their parents. During the interview with
informants also confirmed this. One delinquent parent would say:
“…….I insisted that he stays at home, he would not hear of
it. He was always away with his friends. I think he has copied the
father because he too leaves in the morning and comes late in the
night. So I have not had adequate time with him……..”
Another parent had this to say:
“………Though my child was not going to school, she was
barely at home. I tried keeping her home with various chores but
she always had her way to be away. She had a group of friends
with whom she would spend her day……….”
It is clear from the quotes above that the parents/guardians
did not have adequate time to be with their children and failure by
parents to guide, monitor and advice the desired behavior to their

children at the family level may be suggestive that the juveniles
succumbed to their peers’ pressure.
Only one parent said that she had adequate time for his child:
“…….I was at home most of the time and I think we had
spent adequate time together. I would have him work with me most
of the time so that I could have a chance to guide him but still he
adopted unacceptable behaviors……”
Parents/guardians did not have adequate time to be with their
children and it implies less intimate relationships which creates
suitable ground for a juvenile to commit delinquent acts. Demuth
&Wright (2012) also founded that lack of parental control and lack
of quality relationships between parents and children resulted in
adolescent substance abuse and delinquent behavior. Still, this is
confirmed by what juveniles reported in the questionnaire that
91% of the participants said that they did not receive enough
follow up from their parents /guardians.
A look at the information contained in table 5 demonstrates
that the juveniles spent most of their time with their female
parent/guardian; the majority of them spent time with their
mothers 43.75% and 17.5 % with their grandmothers. Only
11.25% and 8.75% spent their time with their grandfathers and
fathers correspondingly. A significant number (18.75%) also spent
most of their time with their friends. The average percentage of
61.25% (mothers, 43.75% and 17.5% grandmothers) of the
juveniles who spent most of their time with female
guardians/parents. This suggests that female parents/guardians
were more available for the juveniles than the male
parents/guardians. The findings also suggest that either the
number of female-single headed families or the extent of the level
of un-involvement in parenting by fathers in the study area is high.
This is consistent with findings by Kimani and Kombo (2010) that
fathers in contemporary society have left their parenting roles to
mothers.

Table 6: Estimated Monthly Income and Family Size of Parents of the Respondents
Number of Respondents
Male
Female
Total

Percentage

less than 1000 Birr

59

3

62

77.5

1001-5000 Birr

5

4

9

11.25

5001 -10000 Birr

3

3

6

7.5

Greater than 10000 Birr per month

2

1

3

3.75

Total

69

11

80

100

6

2

8

10

Item
S. No
1

2

Monthly Income of Parents of the Respondents

Family size
1-3
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4-6

20

5

25

31.25

>6

43

4

47

58.75

Total

69

11

80

100

Source: Own Survey, 2017
Table 6 showed that the majority, 62 (77.5%) parents of the
respondents earned less than 1000 Birr per month. It further
revealed that 9 (11.25%) parents of the respondents were having
monthly income of 1001 to 5000 Birr, 6 (7.5%) earned between
5001 to 10,000 Birr per month and the rest 3 (2.5%) parents of the
juveniles earned greater than 10000 Birr per month. Here we see
that the majority family’s income is less than 1000 Birr per month.
Therefore, it could be understood that juveniles who come from
low family income are more likely to participate in delinquent
behavior. This is consistent with findings by Wahab (2015) that
youngsters from communities with lower income were moreat the
highest risk of juvenile crime than those from upper-class
communities. The lower the economic capability of an individual,
family, or society contemplated the more risk chances of crime
involvement.
concerning the family size the survey results show that 10% of
respondents had a family size ranging from1-3, 31.25% of them

had family members 4-6, and the remaining 58.75 % of them had
more than 6 family members (Table 6). Though the largest
families had the highest number of delinquents from the data we
cannot conclude that as family size increase the prone for
delinquency also increase. This is because parents of larger
families who have substantial economic resources may be better
able to meet their children’s needs ina way that reduces the
probability of delinquency. These results are similarto Prior’s
(2010) argument that a more important variable is economic
resources rather than family size.
Influence of External Environment
The external family environment encompasses peers, school
and the community, which influence juvenile delinquency.

Table 7: Peer pressure, Group involvement, and Alcohol or Drug abuse

Item
S. No
1

2

3

4

Number of Respondents
Male
Female
Total

Percentage

Do you think Peer pressure leads you to withdraw from school?
Yes

45

6

51

63.75

No

24

5

29

36.25

Total

69

11

80

100

Yes

49

4

53

66.25

No

20

7

27

33.75

Total

69

11

80

100

Do you think that the use of drugs or alcohol leads you to involve in
Delinquent acts?
Yes

13

1

14

17.5

No

56

10

66

82.5

Total

69

11

80

100

Do you think the availability of alcohol; drugs in the neighborhood
The influence you to utilize the drugs?
Yes

38

5

43

53.75

No

31

6

37

46.25

Have you ever been engaged in any group of delinquents?

Total

100

Source: Own Survey, 2017
Peer Pressure
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As far as the influence of deviant peers on school dropout is
concerned the results have shown that 63.75% of the respondents
mentioned that they dropped out of school due to peer pressure
and the rest 36.25% of them were not influenced by their peers
(Table 7). One of the delinquents indicated how peer influence had
led him to withdraw from school:
“……….My parent sends me to school, but instead, I go with
my friends to the bush, and in the afternoon when the children
come from school, I come home … I struggled a bit at school and
it started at the time I began to associate with those my friends,
that’s when I started to perform poorly at school and eventually I
dropped out of school……..”
Peer influence was also given as a reason contributing to
children dropped out of school by most of the parents. One of the
parents had this to say:
“His friends with whom he associates are also school dropouts, and all of them use Drugs …”
Similar remarks were given by one of the guardians. One of
the guardians remarked:
“They associate themselves with the wrong friends and there
is peer pressure”
The above views of the juveniles and their parents or
guardians indicated that association with deviant peers has led to
them underperforming or temporally expelled at school, which
then in return resulted that they permanently dropped out of
school. The findings suggest that peers and the people that the
juveniles interacted with influenced their behavior. These findings
are consistent with Dizon-Luna’s (2013) argument that deviant
peers cluster together and encourage one another to support the
idea of dropping out of school. Therefore, absence from school is
a fertile ground for delinquency.
Group Involvement
Most violent criminals belong to teenage peer-groups
especially street gangs (Shaw, 2007:189). Clifford Shaw once
uttered, “I never met a delinquent who acted alone”. Most young
people work together as the fact that they are of similar
characteristics enabling them to manage their activities as far as
their age vulnerability is concerned. It was realized that, 66.25%
of young offenders were involved in a group of delinquents
whereas 33.75% were not involved. Respondents identified
reasonsfor their involvement in a group of delinquents saying they
needed a substitute of the family as far as their urban life is
concerned. Others stated that they did not want to be alone because
belonging to a group provide protection within the neighborhood.
Still, others stated that they want to depend on their group for
survival. 56% of them said they were influenced by others to join
their groups. These results are similarto UN-Habitat’s (2004)
argument that youth join gangs to get “a perceived” respect in a
community, others band together for the purpose of finding
community (street children) and work together.
Alcohol and Drug abuse and Delinquency
Kuo and Yang, (2002) argued that many delinquent acts
appear to be committed while the perpetrator has been using drugs
or alcohol. To confirm whether such a relationship existed in the
context of this study, respondents were asked whether they had
committed the offense for which they were institutionalized while
under the influence of alcohol or drug. About 17.5 % of the
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respondents reported that they committed the offenses under the
influence of drugs or alcohol (see table 7). This reinforces report
released by the national center on addiction and substance abuse
(CASA) at Columbia University (2010), four of every five
children and teen arrestees in state juvenile justice system are
under the influence of alcohol or drugs while committing their
crimes. Some of the key informants from especial representatives
to juvenile delinquents at the correctional administration center
also held similar views that offenders could use illegal substances
such as drugs or alcohol to be brave enough to commit crimes.
However, some of the informants from judges did not agree with
this position. This is inferred from the response given below from
one of the judges:
“Use of the illegal substance or alcohol abuse was a factor
but to a lesser extent as a crime such as a bank robbery requires
some great deal of planning and concentration.”
From the above quotation, we can understand that the use of
alcohol or illegal drugs has a causal link to delinquent acts. But
this would depend mostly on what type of crime is to be
committed.
Influence of Availability of Alcohol and Drugs in the
Neighborhood
Respondents were asked whether they had utilized the
alcohol or drugs out of the influence of their neighborhood. Out of
73.25 % of the respondents’ who are different drug users, the
majority (54%) of the respondents reported that they utilized
alcohol and drugs out of the influence of their neighborhood in
which alcohol and drugs were easily accessible to them (Table7).
From the above data, we can understand that an environment
proliferated with anti-social behaviors that may have encouraged
undesirable behaviors among the juveniles. This finding is
supported by Mincey et al. (2008) which showed that children in
environments where they are exposed to criminal activities have a
likelihood of emulating the behaviors because they consider them
acceptable. Additionally, when respondents asked in what ways
did the availability of drugs or alcohol influence them to utilize,
42 % of respondents reported that with the uncontrolled expansion
of venues serving addictive substances such as alcohol and khat in
their neighborhood and they see people around enjoying it, make
them want to try what it feels like to be drunk or, intoxicated. The
findings are consistent with past studies by Plomin et al. (2006)
which have shown that children who lived in social environments
abounded with social evils are likely to emulate that behavior.
According to table 8, 59 (73.75%) of the delinquents used
different types of drugs. The remaining 21 (26.25%) of the
delinquents never used drugs.
Accordingly, cigarettes and khat are substances or drugs
used at utmost among the delinquents 50 (62.5 %), 49 (61.25 %)
respectively. Followed by alcohol 45(56.25%), hashish
26(32.5%), shisha 16 (20%) and the remaining 7 (8.75%) accounts
for other substances. The above table also indicates that out of 80
samples size of juvenile, 50 (62.5%) were smokers, 49 (61.25%)
were accustomed to the habit of chat chewing, 45(56.25%)
drunker, 26(32.5%) were adducted to hashish and 16(20%) of
them were adducted to shisha and the remaining 7 (8.75 %) of
them were addicted to other types of habits. The findings are
similarto the past study by Sisay (2014) which has shown that out
of 86 sample size of juvenile 44 (51.16%) of the delinquents used
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different types of drugs. And 58 (67.44 %) of the juvenile were
addictedto chat and alcohol for each, 56(65.11 %), 16 (18.60%)
and 13 (15.11 %) were addicted to cigarettes, hashish,and benzene
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respectively. 11 (12.80%) were addicted to shisha and the
remaining 9(10.50 %) covers other drugs.

Table 8: Distribution of Respondents Personal Habit
Number of Respondents
Male
Female

Total

Percentage

Yes

52

7

59

73.75

No

17

4

21

26..25

Total

69

11

80

100

Khat

42 *

7*

49*

61.25

Alcohol

39 *

6*

45*

56.25

Cigarettes

47 *

3*

50*

62.5

Hashish

24 *

2*

26*

32.5

Shisha

12*

4*

16*

20

Others

5*

2*

7

8.75

Total

-

-

-

-

Item
S. No
1

2

Have you ever used substances/drugs?

Kind of Drugs they use

Source: Own Survey, 2017
*refers to more than one responses of respondents
Typology of Crimes Committed by the Delinquents
The study revealed that theft and related crimes are the
mostly committed by juveniles than any other offense. Theft is the
leading crime with 36.25% of all the crimes committed by
respondents, robbery was committed by 17.5% of the respondents,
a burglary was 15%, a crime involving disorderly conduct or
gambling was 10%. Serious crimes such as murder were
committed by 5% of respondents, attempt to killing 3.75%, rape
8.75 % and assault by 3.75% of respondents (Table 9). The fact
that most of the respondents studied were institutionalized for
economic-related crimes such as theft, robbery, burglary and

gambling, as opposed to other offences is an indicator of the
presence of poverty and social deprivation in the lives of these
children. These results propose that many juveniles are in the
struggle of having something for their basic need to sustain their
life leading them to take peoples’ belongings and property. Also,
substance use acts as an attribute to stealing and theft for the sole
aim of having money to buy drugs and relates substances.
Information provided by key informants from judges indicated
that theft crimes done by young offenders were to enable them to
buy drugs.

Table 9: Types of Crimes Committed by Delinquents
Number of Respondents
Male
Female

Total

Percentage

Theft

25

4

29

36.25

Robbery

11

3

14

17.5

Burglary

10

2

12

15

Murder

2

2

4

5

attempt to killing

3

-

3

3.75

Item
S. No.
1

Typology of Crimes Committed by the delinquents

This publication is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY.

http://dx.doi.org/10.29322/IJSRP.10.07.2020.p10356

www.ijsrp.org

International Journal of Scientific and Research Publications, Volume 10, Issue 7, July 2020
ISSN 2250-3153

531

Rape

7

-

7

8.75

Gambling

8

-

8

10

Assault

3

-

3

3.75

Other

0

0

0

Total

69

80

100

11

Source: Own Survey, 2017
Factors for Criminal Behavior
Criminality is one of the alarming world problems in looking
up the effects, prevention, and solutions knowing the causes is
paramount important. The causes and conditions for juvenile

crime are usually at each level of the social structure. The study
explored social causes that pushed young offenders in a
correctional and rehabilitation center to involve in crime.

Table 10: Social Causes for Committing Offenses
Number of Respondents
Male
Female

Total

Percentage

Economic problem /poverty

21

4

25

31.25

less intimate relationship with parents / integration

6

2

8

10

Broken family (divorce, death of one parent or both, migration)

11

1

12

15

Peers influence

19

2

21

26.25

use of alcohol, drugs

12

2

14

17.5

Other

0

0

0

0

Total

69

11

80

10

Item
S. No.
1

Social factors for committing offenses

Source: Own Survey, 2017
The study results demonstrate that 31.25 % of respondents
involved in deviant acts due to economic problems or poverty,
26.25% became delinquents on their peer influences, 17.5% of the
respondents in state of alcohol intoxication they end up in
delinquent acts thus conflicting with the laws. The UN (2003)
states that the use of alcohol and illegal drugs by young people is
one of the delinquency as they involve in petty theft to acquire the
cash for the purchase of substance use. Other social factors were
broken family (divorce, death of one parent or both, migration)
and less intimate relationship or integration with their parents
(Table 9). The finding fact that the high proportion of minors
involved in deviant acts lure for economic reasons is supported by
Manh (2013) that if a family has unstable finances children may
resort to adopting a socially defective approach to meet their
needs. And this fact is implicated by the differential opportunity
theory of Cloward and Ohlin (1960) which argues that poverty of
the lower classes prevents them from using legitimate means, such
as education, to acquire valued goods, thus giving them no
alternative but to engage in illegitimate activities.
Additionally, on interviewing parents/guardians about social
causes that led them to take their children for correctional and
rehabilitation centers, most of them expressed their

disappointment in their socio-economic status because making
ends meet appears very difficult for them. The extracts below
explain some of their views. For example, one of the delinquent
parents expressed as follow:
“…….Life has become hard. I cannot afford three meals a
day for my children. A light breakfast and supper are all I can
afford.” Another one said, “My children are only assured of tea
in the morning and supper. Lunch is never guaranteed but we are
used. ”
From the above quotation we might understand that the
juvenile’s parent/guardian did not provide the basic needs of their
children failed to do so the juveniles could attract involvement in
delinquent acts such as stealing related offenses that had led the
majority of the juveniles to be placed in correctional and
rehabilitation center.
Key informants interviewed on whether or not the economic
problem was a factor influencing crime indicated the following.
The police inspector said, “Poverty is really a main factor in crime
commission as people are frustrated when their income doesn’t
meet the basic needs of the family, they could commit crimes such
as theft.”
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To summarize data collected through key informant
interviews, among the questions asked, questions related to who
mostly involved in crimes between men and women juvenile, most
of the informants responded that men mostly involved in crimes
than women. Regarding the social causes for becoming
delinquent, the majority of the respondents identified poverty or
economic problem as the main cause for juveniles to involve in
delinquency. The other reason raised by the majority of the
respondents as the cause for juveniles to involve in delinquency

532

was peer pressure. Other social causes identified by the key
informants for juveniles to start involving in delinquent actions
were dysfunctional families, lack of parental control and close
relationships with their parents, rural-urban migration, and use of
alcohol or drug abuse. Most of the respondents from the police
investigators, judges, delinquent parents, and special
representatives to juvenile delinquents at the correctional
administration center agreed that theft was most committed by
juveniles.
Number of Respondents
Male
Female

Total

Percentage

Yes

65

8

72

91.25

No

4

3

7

8.75

Total

69

11

80

100

Item
Do you believe you can abandon this delinquent behavior?

Futurities of delinquents
Table 11: Do you believe you can abandon this delinquent behavior?
Source: Own Survey, 2017
Futurity means the chance of juveniles continuing their
delinquent behavior or quit their delinquent action. When that
asked the participants their futurity 91.25 % of respondents saying
promised to abandon their delinquent behavior when they are out
of the correctional center. They saying it has been one of the
difficult and discouraging moments of their life. They aired out as
they got lessons from their previous deeds and the rest 8.75% of
respondents said they could not abandon their delinquent behavior
because to them it is the means of their survival. The findings are
in support of Betelehem (2014) who have shown that out of 41
sampled delinquents 36 (87.80%) of the respondents believe that
they can abandon their current delinquent behaviors, while the rest
5 (12.2%)of the delinquents do not believe that they can abandon
their involvement.

Future plan
The results imply that education provided by the correctional
and rehabilitation has positive effects on the young offenders. At
least some individuals are able to come up with plans on what will
they be doing to earn for the living as one of the ways of ensuring
they are not back in criminality. 45% of the respondents were to
employ themselves in different activities using training skills
gained while serving their sentence, 43.75% said they will avoid
any person with bad influence and other temptations like alcohol
or drug. However, 11.25% of respondents did not have any plan
in their mind at the time of survey stating that they don’t know
what awaits them after prison hence they will figure out when they
are out (Table 12).

Table 12: Strategies to be used by the respondents to avoid crimes
Number of Respondents
Male
Female

Total

Working to earn money

33

3

36

45

Avoid delinquent friends and other temptation

30

5

35

43.75

I don't know

6

3

9

11.25

Total

69

11

80

100

Item

Percentage

Plans to be used by the respondents to avoid crimes

Source: Own Survey, 2017
Respondents’ view on the correctional and rehabilitation center
Respondents were asked to say if the correctional and
rehabilitation center was able to change their behavior to socially
accepted behaviors and actions. In this regard, the study revealed
that most of the respondents 68% were happy and satisfied by the

training, vocational skills and counseling. About 30% of
respondents said that the correctional and rehabilitation center
efforts were not enough while 2% said they were not happy with
whatever was done by the correctional and rehabilitation center.
The correctional center’s efforts were not enough because
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juveniles were not incarcerated based on their offence type,
number of times incarcerated and age group. According to them,
Because of this, they are learning different criminal techniques
from their mates in the center. This is confirmed by the
information provided by one of the special representatives of
juvenile delinquents (counselor) in correctional and rehabilitation
center through interview stated as follow:
“………..They are locked in the same room, whether he/she is little
or not. So, what do you expect? They will share each other’s
different skills. If one knows only how to steal money from pocket,
he/she will learn here how to rob from a house--- after that they
will be released from the center learning more skills from senior
criminals. To avoid this influence, they have to be placed in
different rooms according to their age or offence type or whatever
to reduce the influence. But to do this we do not have financial
capacity……...”
To summarize, male adolescents are more involved in most
types of delinquent behavior than female adolescents. In the case
of age the majority of the respondents were aged between 13-17
years. This indicates that involvement in delinquency changes
with age during adolescence. The study generally has found that
migrant juveniles are mostly involved in delinquent behaviors.
The study also found that most of the juveniles in correctional and
rehabilitation centers are from orthodox Christianity religious
followers. Concerning the educational level of the delinquents, the
study showed that majority of the juvenile offenders in Axum
correctional and rehabilitation centers characterized by a low level
of education. Finally, gender, religious background, place of
origin and level of education are demographic characteristics
linked to delinquency. Some of the family environment possible
explanations for delinquency in this study were: Dysfunctional
families, quality in family relationships and Lack of parental
control, large family size and Low family socioeconomic status.
All of these social causes forced the juveniles to commit
delinquent acts. In addition, the study realized that most of the
young offenders were involved in a group of delinquents and they
were influenced by others to join their groups. The results further
demonstrate that quite a good number of the respondents used
drugs or alcohol out of the influence of their neighborhood. In turn,
use of drugs or alcohol and addiction to different types of
substances pushes the young to participate in delinquent behavior.
Findings concerning the types of crimes committed by the
delinquents, the study found that the majority of the delinquents
were entering to correctional center by theft and stealing related
crimes. This study revealed that the main cause that pushes the
juveniles towards delinquency is poverty and association with
delinquent peers. Generally, the study found that family relations
and external environment as social causes drive the juveniles to
delinquency.

IV. CONCLUSION
The first objective of this study was to investigate the
demographic characteristics of juvenile delinquents such as their
sex, religious background; age of the juveniles while they joined
the correction center, their place of origin, their highest level of
education. With regard to sex, the results of the study showed that
most offenders who committed a crime in Axum were men.
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concerning age, the result of the study indicates that the
delinquents belong to the age group of 13-17 years were more
probable to commit crimes as compared to those with adolescents
ages. With respect to religious background, the research result
found that 91.25% of the respondents were followers of the
Orthodox Christianity religion. The study also found that most of
the offenders were juveniles who come from rural areas and who
had poor family background is more like to commit a different
offense in the adolescence period. The results of the study indicate
that young people in lower education levels were more involved
in criminal activities.
The second objective was to identify the social causes of
juvenile delinquency in the study area. The study revealed that
those who live in two-parent families were found less likely to
involve in juvenile crimes as compared to those living in
dysfunctional families. The study also found that a higher rate of
delinquency among those youth who lack parental control and
close relationships with their parents, compared to others. The
study shows that juveniles who were from large-sized /or lowincome families commit delinquent acts than smaller sized and
higher-income families. The results further demonstrate that quite
a good number of the respondents have at some point in time used
drugs or alcohol out of the influence of their neighborhood. This
signifies that easily accessibility of alcohol or drugs to juveniles
and the use of drugs or alcohol, the higher the chances of engaging
in delinquent behaviors. The study found out that most
respondents were members of the delinquent groups and spend
most of the time with their friends which result in dropping out of
school which allows them to have criminal ways of thinking. The
study indicates that economic problems or poverty are the main
reason for many juvenile’s involvement in crimes. It can also be
recalled that economic-related crimes such as theft, robbery,
burglary, and gambling were the offices that had led the majority
of the juveniles to be placed in correctional and rehabilitation
centers. The findings of this study also show that a significant
number of juveniles were institutionalized out of peer influences.
In the research study two theories i.e. Cloward and Ohlin’s
differential opportunity theory and Sutherland Differential
Association Theory were found the most suited to explain the
phenomena of juvenile delinquency. Differential opportunity
theory argues that poverty of the lower classes prevents them from
using legitimate means, such as education, to acquire valued
goods, thus giving them no alternative but to engage in illegitimate
activities. This theory has a close association with this research
finding. The Differential Association Theory also deals with
young people in a group context and looks at how peers influence
and the existence of gangs could lead them into crime. The theory
is very much in consonance with this research finding because the
study found that peer group has a social influence on juveniles’
behavior, most of the respondents reported that they spend most
of the time with their friends and also blamed them for their
delinquent behavior. However, other social factors i.e.
dysfunctional families, large family size, rural-urban migration,
quality in family relationships, lack of parental control and use of
drugs or took alcohol were social causes found that influence these
young into crime and delinquency.
The final objective was to identify crimes committed by
convicted juveniles. The study found that theft was the leading
crime committed. Other crimes were robbery, burglary, gambling,
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and rape. Assault, attempt to killing, and murder were also
reported though not in high percentages.
On the basis of the findings and conclusions of the study the
researchers are extending the following suggestions to decrease
the increasing rate of juvenile delinquency in the study area.

534

The rehabilitation staff should create appropriate
rehabilitation programs for juvenile offenders to redirect
their minds and avoid the commission of any other
offense.
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